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Réambhra
Glacadh Daonaireamh oiche Dé Domhnaigh, 13 Abrein 1986 de réir an Ordu Staidnmh (Daonaireamh) 1986 (I R

-

Umh 61 de 1986)7 T4 coipeanna den cheistneoir Daonainmh agus de na treoracha a ghabh les le fail 1

phFoscribhinn 1 d‘lmleabhal[‘l de thuarascail mhionsonraithe an Daonairimh

Sa chiugii himleabhar seo den tuarascai mhionsonraithe d&antar aicmil ar an daonra ata tri bliana d’aols agus 0s
- - - - Lt -
a chionn sin de réir eolas ar an nGaellge Deantar sainmhinid ar na criocha tire a aithnitear sa tuarascail seo i

bhFoscribhinni 2—4 d Imleatlahar 1

In 1mleabhair Dhaonairmh elle déanfar an daonraa anailfsi de ré tréithe eile, mar ata ~ tionsclaiocht, sl bheatha
agus gnathait chonaithe Follsiodh priomhghneithe Dhaonaireamh 1986 in dha shraith de Thuarascalacha Daonra
AmiGl go direach tar @is doibh a bheith ar fad

Tuairiscabhar an Daonairimh

Baineann figiGir an Daonainmh leis an lion dacine de facto, 1 & 1s & an daonra ata ar tafead 1 ndail le gach hmistéar an
lion 1omian daoine a bhi laistgh da theorainneacha oiche Dé Domhnaigh, an 13 Aibrean, 1986 mar aon leis na
daoine go |8 a thanig isteach sa imistéar sin maidin Dé Luain an 14 Albrean 1986 agus nar riomhadh in aon ait
elle Deantar daoine a bhﬁar bord loinge ) gcalafort a areamh + dteannta na ndaoine ’sna limistéir in aice an
chalafoirt Ta da bhrisin cuaiteoni a bhfi latharr ofche an Daonainmh curtha san areamh | dteannta leis na dacine

a raibh conarorthu san att agus ta gnath—atitheoiri a bhi’ go sealadach as an lmistéar as an aireamh

Data | dtreimhse nuair ba |G a bheadh an ghluaiseacht paisinein a roghnaiodh le haghaidh an Daonémm/h agus, da
bhrisin ta na figidiiri 1 ngar don lion daoine ar a mbionn gnathchona: sna hmistérr ar leith Fagadh as an areamh na
comhaltai sin d’Oglaigh na hEireann a bhi” ar dhata an Daonammh ar fiannas leis na Naisiin Aontaithe

Stiiiradh an Daonairimh

Meitheal pairce shealadach a earcaiodh go speisialta — 327 maoirseotr lanaimseartha agus 3 221 antheoir
parrtamseartha — a dheinjan Dacnaireamh Scapeadh na caistneoni Daonainmh le hnn na tri seachtaine go

direach roimh oiche an Daonairmh agus cromadh ar na cinn chomhlanaithe a bhailid an 1a dar goionn  Scriidaigh

-

na hartheoiri na ceistneo! ar 1ad a bhaild d fhonn a aintl gur comhianalodh | gceart 1ad agus nuair ba gha
chuidigh siad le daoine 1ad|a chomhiand

Cur ar fail na dTorthal

D ullmhaigh gach aintheoir i dtosach baire, achoimre ar an daonra na Limistéar Armh Batad na hachoimrisin ba
bhun leis na torthal sealadacha daonra do 1986 a eisiodh in dha fhollseachan Daonairimh? roinnt mionna tar s
data an Daon@inmh Curreadh na ceistneoiri comhlanaithe a bhain leis na teaghlaigh ar leithigh ar aghaidh mna
dhiaidh sin chuig Orfig an Daonainmh le haghaidh proiseala

Seicealadh na hachoimii daonra, na liostai teaghaiseanna agus na learscaleanna do Limistéir Ainmh ar leithhgh ar
mhaithe le leaninachas in ord na gContaetha agus usaideadh 1ad chun teorainneacha na mBailte Daonainmh agus
fobhailte/puriain bhaitte ag a bhiull teorainneacha dithiGla a chinneadh  Chuathas ar aghaidh go comhuaineach
leis an iniGchadh cléreachars chéad cheime agus le proiseail riomharreachta na dtarfead 1 ndal le data breithe,
stadas pOsta agus gao! le ceann an teaghlaigh ar an gceistneoir Daonainmh san ord Contaetha ceanna Leis an da
ghnfomhsinle chélle bhiothas abalta an chead fhorreann de thorthaf criochnattheacha Daonairimh a fhoilsil 1 sraith
speisialta Tuarascalacha Daonra Aitiliil de rér mar a criochnafodh leis na Contaetha ar leithhgh  Eisiodh 1ad sin 1 nith
tr&imhse seacht mi a thosaigh milul 1987 Foilsiodh tuarascail achoimre don Stat, Samhain 1987

1 Arna dhéanamh ag an Aire Stait) Roinn an Taoisigh de bhun na gcumhachtala tugadh do le Fo—AlL 1d Alt 16 den Acht Stastiochta 1926 agus
leis an Ordu um na hAchta Staidnmh 1926 agus 1946 (Feidhmeanna Are a Asstn) 1949 (| R Uimh 142 de 1949) agus leisan Ord{ Stardnmh
(Feidhmeanna Aire a Tharmhgean) 1983 {I R Umh 13 de 1983)

2 Daonra na hgnﬁeann 1986
H§amhfhtgluln Daonra (Pl 4224) lul 1986
Réamhthuarascail (P1 4375) Mean Fomhair 1986

|
|
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Ba 1ad na gniomhartha sin ba bhun leis na chéad tri'imleabhar den tuarascail mhionsonrathe Daonainmh  Le
proisedl fomhaireachta na faisnieise nar proisealadh go dii sin ar na ceistneorri Daon@inmh, bhi bonn ar fail le
haghaidh an dara foireann de Thuarascalacha Daonra Aitiud a follsiodh 1dir Samhain 1988 agus Meitheamh 1989
agus le haghaidh an dara Tuarascal Achoimre Stait a eisiodh, Samhain 1989 Chinntigh an cur chuige sin gur
follsiodh priomhthorthal’an Daonainmh go luath

Tugtar liosta iomlan de na tuarascalacha faoi Dhaonaireamh 1986 a follsiodh go nuige sec san Fhoscribhinn

Staidreamh Daonra Limistear Beag (SDLB)

Ta staidreamh daonra imistéar beag 1 ndail le Ceantarr Urbeacha Ceantair Thuaithe Bailte Toghranna Ceantair
st as Daonaireamh 1986 ar fail ar bhonn trachtala in dha leagan amach Le leagan amach amh&in ta aicmii
mionsonraithe le faN ar an daonra de réir aoise gneis agus stadais posta agus ar theaghlaigh de rérr i agus de ferr
aoise gnérs agus stadais pGsta cheann an teaghtaigh Cuirtear sonraf ar @l freisin faol aonaid teaghlaigh arna
n—aicmii de réir in acise an linbh 1s dige srl

Is leagan amach nios sonraithe & an ceann eile agus 1 dteannta na faisnéise ata luaite déantar aicmi( ansin ar an
daonra de reir priomhstadais eacnamaigh, aoise agus gnéis aicmid ar dhaoine ag obar de reir gneis stadais
fostalochta agus earnala leithne tionsclaiochta aicmil ar dhaoine ag obarr dithostathe agus scortha de réir gneis
agus arcme sl bheatha, aicmii mionsonraithe de reirr aicme shoch—eacnamaigh aicme soisialta aols scoir on
oideachas cumas ar Ghaellge a labhairt coracha taistl agus fad an aistir chun na hoibre srl

Ta an stadreamh daonra imistear beag seo ar fail 1 bhfoirm asphrionta riomhaire agus teipe maighnéidi  Chun na
sonral go €ir a fhait faoina bhfuil ann agus faol na taill ata  gceist téir | dieagmhail leis an seotadh seo a leanas

An Phriomh-0ifig Staidrimh,
Rannan an Daonammbh,
Bothar Ath Fhirdhia,

Rath Maoinis,

Baile Atha Chath 6

Guthan (01) 977144 Folinte 304, 310 agus 347
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General Detalls

>

Introduction

A Census of Population was taken on the night of Sunday, 13 Apnl 1986 in accordance with the Statistics (Census of
Population) Order 1986 (S| No &1 of 1986)1 Copies of the Census questionnare and of accompanying

instructions are reproduced in Appendix 1 of Volume 1 of the detailed Census report

|
This fifth volume of the detailed report provides classifications of the population aged three years and over by

knowledge of the Insh language The terntonal divisions of the country distinguished in this report are defined in
Appendices 2—4 of Volume 1

Subsequent Censfss volumes will analyse the population by such other characterstics as industry, occupation, and
usual residence The principal features of the 1986 Census results were published immediately they became
avallable in two series of Local Population Reports

Coverage -
4

The Census figures relate to the de facto population —i e the population recorded for each arearepresents the total
of all persons present within its boundarnes on the night of Sunday, 13 April 1986, together with all persons who
arrived n that area on the morning of Monday; 14 April 1986 not having been enumerated elsewhere Personson
board ships in port are included with the population of adjacent areas The figures, therefore, include visitors
present on Census might as well as those in residence, while usual residents temporanly absent from the area are
excluded

r
The date of the Census was chosen to coincide with a penod when passenger movements were at a minimum and,
consequently, the figures closely approximate to those for the normally resident population Members of the
Defence Forces who on Census night were serving abroad with the United Nations were excluded from the
enumeration

Conduct of the Census

The Census enumeration was carried out by a specially recruted temporary field force consisting of 327 fullime
supervisors and 3 221 part-tme enumerators The Census questionnares were distnbuted dunng the three
weeks immediately preceding the Census nightand the collection of the completed questionnaires commenced the
following day The enumerators examined the questionnaires at the tme of collection to ensure that they were
correctly completed and where necessary, they assisted householders in their completion

Production of Results

Each enumeratortprepared I the first instance a summary of the population in his/her Enumeration Area These
summanes formed the basis for the provisional 1986 population results 1ssued in two Census publicationsz within
months of the Census date |The completed questionnaires for the iIndividual households were subsequently sentto
the Census Office for processing

The population summanes dwellng histngs and maps for indvidual Enumeration Areas were checked for
consistency in County order and used to determine the boundanes of Census Towns and suburbsfenvirons of
towns with legal boundaries' The first stage clerical scrutiny and computer processing of the entnies for date of birth,
marital status and relationship to head of household on the Census questionnaire proceeded concurrently in the
same County order These two operations combined allowed the publication of the first set of final Census results In
a special senes of Local Population Reports as individual counties were completed These were issued over aseven
month period commencing n July 1987 A summary report for the State was published in November 1987

|
1 Made by the Minister of State atthe Department of the Taoiseachin pursuance of powers conferred on im by Sub—Section 1 of Section 16ofthe
Statistics Act 1926 and the Statistics Acts 1926 and 1946 (Transfer of Ministenal Functions) Order 1949 (S| No 142 of 1949) and the Statistics
(Delegatons of Mirusterial Functions) Order 1983 {S | No 13 of 1983)

2 Census of Population of Ireland 1986 — Preliminary Population Figures (Pl 4224) July 1986

— Preliminary Repont (Pl 4375) September 1986

— e e e
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These operations also formed the basis of the first three volumes of the detailed Census report The computer
processing of the remaining information on the Census questionnaires provided the basis for a second set of Local
Population Reports published between November 1988 and June 1939 and for the second Summary State Report
issued in November 1989 This approach ensured that the principal Census resuits were published in a timely
manner

b
A complete list of the reports on the 1986 Census published to date is given In the Appendix

Small Area Population Statistics (SAPS)

Small area population statistics for Urban Districts, Rural Districts Towns District Electoral Divisions, etc from the
1986 Census are available on a commercial basis intwo formats  One format contains detatled classifications of the
population by age, sex and marital status and of households by size and by age, sex and marital status of the head of
the household Details of family units classified by size age of youngest child, etc are also provided

The second format 1s more detailed and contarns in addition classifications of the population by principal economic
status, age and sex, classifications of persons at work by sex employment status and broad industnial sector,
classifications of persons at work, unemployed and retired by sex and occupational group, detailled classifications
by socio~ecenomic group, socral class, age education ceased, ability to speak Irish, means of travel and distance
travelled to work, etc

These small area population statistics are available in the form of computer pnntout and magnetic tape For full
details of the contents and charges contact

Central Statistics Office,
Census of Population Division,
Ardee Road,

Rathmines,

Dublin 6

Phone (01) 977144 Extensions 304, 310 and 347
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Sainmhfnidichain

An Ghaeilge |
Ba mar seo a leanas a dréachtadh an cheist sa Daonaireamh maidir le cumas ar an Ghaeilge a labhairt

| CUMAS AR GHAEILGE A LABHAIRT

Scnobh “Gaellge amhain”, “Gaeilge agus Bearla”,
| “Leamh na Gaellge gan bheithin ann T a Iabham"
no fag ban de réir mar 1s lomchuf
|

|

Sna notal mimiichain a ghabhann leis an geeistneorr Daonainmh tugadh treoracha nios sonraithe | dtaobh conas
an chesst a fhreagairt

Is ceart an cheist seo a fhreagairt 1 dtaobh daoine até tif bltana d aois rio os a chionn Fag ban 1 gcas leanal faor
bhun tri bliana d acis

(1 Scriobh Gaeilgelamhain 1 gcas daoine nach bhfull in ann ach Gaeilge a labhairt
(n)  Scriobh Gaeilge|agus Béarla 1 gcds daowne afa in ann Gaellge agus Bearla a labhairt

(m) | gcas daomne atalin ann Gaelge a I8amh gan bherth n annTa labhairt scriobh “L8amh na Gaeilge gan
bheith in ann 7a labhairt

(v}  Na scriobh dada s comne anmneacha daoine nach bhfuil I6amh na labharrt na Gaeilge acu

Ba ionann an cheist agus na tregracha agus nacinn a Js&ideadh | nDaonairimh 1961 1971 agus 1981

San aicmili a dheantar san Imleabhar seo cuirtear le chelle na daoine sa chead da chatagﬁlr a shonraitear sa cheist
agus taispeantar 1ad mar Ghaellgeoi® agus taispeantar na daoine sa chata oir elle mar dhaoine nach
Gaellgeoin Is ionann an cleachtas seo agus ar deineadh | dTuarascalacha Dhacnainmh 1961, 1971 agus 1981

Ce gur feidir na ceisteanna 1 sceideal an Daonammh a bhaineann e gneas data breithe, stadas posta sii bheatha,
srl a threagairt go cruinn braitheann an freagra a thugtar . ar an geeist faol Chumas ar Ghaeilge a labhairt’ cuid
mhaith ar bhreithilinas sutbiachtil an duine ata ag comhlani na forme_ Nior thangthas ar mhodh f3s, a bheadh
simpli go leor chun criocha Daon@inmh lena bhiéadfa dacine a acmid de réir caighdeain neamhathralthlgh idir

Gaellgeonr? agus daoine nach Gaellgeom Mar sin ni féidir glacadh leis go bhfull an staidreamh ata san
Imleabhar seo chomh cruinn s ata an staldreamh in Imleabhair elle de chuid an Dacnainmh  Fés fén, I1s abhar
spéise e an staidreamh facin nGaellge © thaobh comparald idir irnisterr éagsilla sa tir de agus idir an Daonaireamh
seoagusnacinna deineadh go n—uige seo In aon Usaid a bhanfl as na sonraf seo, nfor mhor an easpa cruinnis
oibiachtil dar tagrafodh thuas a chur san aireamh

— — — ————

Limistéir Ghaeltachta

Lets na hOrduithe Limistéar Gaeltachta 1956 1967 1974 agus 1982, minfodh an Ghaeltacht mar chiig Bharda
agus 150 Toghromn Cheantair nd codanna de Bhardal agus de Thoghranna Ceantarr 1 gContaetha Chiarraf,
Chorcafl Dhin nanGall na Galllmhe Magh Eo na Mfagus Phort Large

Aicmia de reir SIf Bheatha

Deantar gach duine 15 bhana d aois agus 0s a chionn daoine dithostaithe agus daocine ata san ospldeal go
sealadach a aicmid faoina a ngnathshii bheatha de réir na bhfreagraf ar Cheist 16 sa cheistneoir Daonainmh

Clnntear an tslf bheatha leis an sbrtabre a dheantar chun beatha a thullleamh gan aird ar an &t na ndéantar sin na
arnacliseannaa ndeantar & Leis an aicmil seo de rérr slibheatha mar sin, tugtar le chelle an I|on daoine a bhionn
ag gabhail don srt céanna oibre gan aird ar an tionscal, ar an ngnd na ar an tseirbhfs lena mbionn siad ag obair

Abhar na dTablal

Ta dha chmeé’l tabla san imleabhar seo Baineann Tablai 1 go 7 10A, 10B, 12A 13A agus 13B leis an Stat agus
baineann na tablaf eile leis na imistéir Ghaeltachta, mar a minfodh 1ad leis na hOrduithe Limistéar Gaeltachta, 1956
go 1982
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Definitions

Irish Language

The Census question relating to ability to speak the Insh language was formulated as follows

B A e R S A A A D T O R R XSS bt B e L

ABILITY TO SPEAK THE IRISH LANGUAGE

Write “Insh Only' “Insh and Englhish”
“Read but cannot speak Irish”
or leave blank as approprate

The following more specific instructions as to how the question should be answered were given m the explanatory
notes attached to the Census questionnaire

This question should be answered for persons aged three years or over Leave blank for children under three
vears of age

() Wnte Inshonly’ for persons who can speak only irish

(n) Wnte Insh and English’ for those who can speak Insh and English
(in} For persons who can read but cannot speak Insh, write Read but cannot speak Insh
(iv) Do not wnite anything oppostte names of persons who can neither read nor speak Insh

The question and instructions were the same as those used in the 1961 1971 and 1981 Censuses

Inthe classifications in this Volume persons in the first two of the categories specified in the question are combined
and shown as Insh speakers while those in the remaining category are shown as non—Inish speakers' This
procedure Is the same as that adopted in preparing the Reports of the 1961 1971 and 1981 Censuses

Whereas the questions on the Census schedule relating to sex date of bith marital status occupation, etc can all
be answered precisely the replies given to the question on Ability to speak the Irish language depend to a large
extent on the subjective Judgement of the person completing the form(s} It has not been found possible to devise a
method, simple enough for Census purposes to provide an invariable standard for classifying persons into those
who can speak Insh and those who cannot Consequently the statistics contained in this Volume cannot be
regarded as being precise in the same degree as those in other Volumes of the Census The statistics of the Insh
language are, nevertheless of interest for purposes of comparison between different areas of the country and
between this and previous Censuses In any use of these data the lack of objective precision referred to above must
be borne 1n mind

Gaeltacht Areas

The Gaeltacht Areas Orders 1956 1967 1974 and 1982 defined the Gaeltacht as comprising 5 Wards and 150
District Electoral Divisions or parts of Wards and District Electoral Dwisions in the Counties of Cork, Donegal,
Galway Kerry Mayc Meath and Waterford

Classification by Occupation

All persons aged 15 years and over including those out of work and those who are temporanly confined to hospitals
are classified to therr usual principat occupation on the basis of the responses to Question 16 of the Census
questionnaire

)
The occupation s determmed by the kind of work performed in earning aliving irrespective of the place inwhich and
the purpose for which 1t I1s performed Classiication of the population by occupation thus brings together the
number of persons engaged in the same type of work regardless of the industry business or service in which they
work

Content of the Tables

The tables contained in this Volume are of two types Tables 1to 7, 10A 10B 12A 13A and 13B relate to the State
and the remaining tables retate to the Gaeltacht areas as defined by the Gaeltacht Areas Orders, 1956 to 1982
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! Trachtaireacht

-

Gaetlgeoinri 1926—1986 -

Léiritear an scéal ar fad maidrr le heolas ar an nGaellge | dTabla A i ndail e gach bliain © 19261 leith ar cuireadh
ceist faoin abhar sin sa Daonairearmh

Tabla A An lion agus an céatadan Gaeilgeonrf, 3 bliana d’aots agus 0s a chionn, 1926-1986

=

Catagowr ‘1 926 1936 1946 1961 1971 1981 1986
Gaeigeoiri 540 802 666 601 588 725 716 420 789429 1018413 1042701
Dacine nach Gaetlgeoir 2261650 2140324 2182932 1919398 1998019 2208054 2310931

Daonra lomlan 3

bhana d acis agus 0s ‘
a chienn 2802 452 2 806 925 2771657 2635818 2 787 448 3 226 467 3353632

Gaeilgeoin mar ‘ % % % % % % %
cheatadan den daonra

3 bhana d aois ‘
agus os a chionn 193 237 212 272 283 316 311

Le knn na treimhse 1 926_J1 986, thainig meadu ar lion na ndaoine ar tuainsciodh sa Daonaireamh labhairt na
Gaeilge a bheith acu'c 540! 802 no 19 3 faoin gcead den daonra tri bhana d aois no os a chionn go dti 1,042,701
no 31 1 faoin gcéad Idir 1981 agus 1986 thaimg meadd ar lion larbhit na nGaeilgeorri le 24 288 no 2 4 faoin
gcéad Thainig laghdu beag, afach, ar an gcéatadan den daonra jomlan trf bliana d aois agus os a chionn ar
Ghaeilgeorri1ad o 31 6 faoin gcéad go dt 31 1 faon gcead Ta se fabhachtach a chur san aireamh go mbionn
diGthbhaint ag an fion daoine a dtuairiscitear labhairt na Gaelige a bhetth acu 1n Daonarreamh ar bith ni hamhain
le daonra iomlan na tire an trath sin ach le struchfur aoise daonra freisin (feach Tabla C) Braitheann se go

hairthe ar an lion daoine a}ﬁ ar scoll agus ar an lion daoine sna haoisaicmi iarscoile 1s 01ge

Na Cuigi 1971-1986 |
Tugtar achoimre ar an staid & thaobh Gaellgeori de 1 ngach Cluge sna bhanta 1971 1981 agus 1986 1 dTabla B

TablaB  An lion agus an céatadan Gaeilgeoiri, 3 bhana d'aois agus os a chionn, 1 ngach clige 1 1971,
1981 agus 1986

Gaellgeo!r” mar chéatadan
Gaetigeoir den daonra 3 bliana d aois
- agus 0s a chionn
Cuige

1971 1981 1986 1971 1981 1986
Uimh Uimnh Uimh Yo %o %
Laighin 341 702 473 225 480 227 245 282 274
Mumhain 252 805 323704 337043 306 3486 348
Connachta | 137 372 165134 158 386 372 388 87
Ulaidh {cuid de) ‘ 57,550 66,350 67 045 295 308 301
An tlomian 789,429 1,018 413 1042 701 283 316 31

|

Thainig mgadu ar an lion Gaetigeoiri mar dhearbhlion le linn na dtréimhsi 1dir Daonainmh 1971 agus 1981 agus
idir Daonairimh 1981 agus 1986 sna ceithre chiiige go ler Ce gur thainig meadd ar an fion Gaeilgeoiri mar
chgatadin den daonra tribhana d aois agus os a chionn sna ceithre chlige go leir sa treimhse 1971—1981 ba
gclige Mumhan amhain a tuansciodh meadd ar an gcéatadan sin idir 1981 agus 1986 Ba gclige Chonnacht
art a raibh an imistéar Gaeltachta ba mho | 1986 a bhi an céatadan ba mho de Ghaeilgeoiri (38 7 faoin gcéad)
sna ceithre chilige Ba mar sin an scéal tnDaonainmh 1971 1981 agus 1986 Bagcliige Larghean, ar antaobh
elle de a bhian céatadan ba Id Gaellgeoiri sa dacnra leis na tri Dhaonaireamh sin anuas




Aoisaicmi’
Deantar comparaid | dTabla C idir an hon Gaeilgeoin | ngach aoisaicme | 1981 agus 1986

TablaC  Anlicn agus an céatadan Gaellgeou, 3 bliana d’aois agus os a chionn, arna n-aicmili de reir
aoisaicme — 1981 agus 1986

Gaeilgeoiri mar chéatadan

Gaeilgeon’ den lion i1omlan san
aoisaicme

Aoisaicme
1981 1986 1981 1986
Lion Lion % %
3 - 4blana 6 700 5763 49 42
5—-9 97 058 91 334 278 260
10 - 14 173516 174 588 508 498
15~ 19 166 549 167 760 510 507
20 - 24 110 561 104127 400 364
25 — 34 156 760 157 687 328 315
35 - 44 108 091 127 696 300 303
45 - 54 85 184 87 049 283 281
55 - 64 66 209 68 173 229 242
65 bliana agus os a chionn 47 785 58 524 130 162
An tiomlan 1018413 1042 701 316 311

Ba 'sna haoisaicmi 10—14 agus 15—19 a bhi'an céatadan is arde Gaeilgeoiri1 1981 agus 11986 _is jonann na,
haoisaicmi'sin 1 dteannta leis an aoisaicme 5—9 agus na haoisaicmi freastail scoile  Thit an céatadan Gaeilgeorri
snatri aocisaicme sin idir 1981 agus 1986 Thit an cgatadan freisin sna haolsalcmgarscode 20—-24 agus 25— 34

Chuaigh an céatadan Gaellgeoiri1 méid sna haoisaicmi s sine go léir ach amhain gur tharla titim bheag san |
aoisaicme 45—54 )

Lewronn na fIngIII'I'dOJQEH agus 1986 go dtagann meath le haois ar an gcumas labhartha Gaellge, tar eis na
haoisaicme 1519 trath 1s arde @

Lsmisteir Ghaeltachta

Tabla D An Ifon agus an céatadan Gaeigeond, 3 bliana d’aois agus os a chionn, 'sna limuster
Ghaeltachta (mar a mihiodh ag an am3) — 1981 agus 1986

Gaeilaeor Athrn
D aelgeoir gcéatadan
Gael . r?:é?,e mar chéatadan 1 98& ~B86 ar3 an
aellgeoin - a aonra
Na Limisterr d Gaellgeoir den iomlan blhana d aors
agus os a
1981 1986 1981 1986 1981 1986 chionn
Lion Lion Lion Lion % % %
Corcaigh3 2681 2846 560 763 827 789
Cun na nGall 19 209 18 823 5113 5 961 790 759 +19
Gailimh 19 819 20 873 4 945 6963 BOO 750 +12 4
Ciarral G 264 6142 1584 1 665 798 787 -05
Malgh’Eo B 457 8 071 4162 4316 670 652 -18
An Mhi3 493 602 407 600 548 501 *
Port Lairge 1103 1094 203 268 845 B03 +43
Na Limisteir
Ghaeltachta ar fad 58 026 58 451 16 974 20536 77 4 740 *

*Ni na himisterr 1 1981 agus 1 1986 inchomparaiia

3 Cuireadh le hmisteir Ghaeltachta Chorcaf agus na Mifao: Ordii na Limistéar Gaeltachta 1982 |dTabla D baineannna figiiiride chuid 1981
maidir e GaeigeorfagusdaomanachGa elgeoifigCorcaighagus sa Mhileisna hmisteir roimh 1982 ach baineannhiguinri 1 986 ters nahrmistér
{meadaithe) nua 11981 ba iad daonraliomidna na imistéar a curreadh leis an nGaellacht na — Corcaigh 484 duine AnMhi” 261 duine NF

18icr na figuinri sin @ scagach de rér aoise na cumas ar Ghaeilge a fabhait
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De na limister Ghaeltachta nar athraiodh a dteorainneacha idir 1981 agus 1986, ba 1 nGaillkmh amhain a
tateadadh méadd ar lion na nGaeitgeoiri Toisc gur mhd an meéad( a thainig ar lion na ndaoine nach Gaedgeoui
na an mead( a thainig ar Iion na nGaeilgeori| nGaeltacht na Gailimhe de rewr a do in aghaidh ahaon is laghdd o

80 faoin gcéad go 75 faoin|gcéad a thainig ar chéatadan na nGaeillgeorr sa daonra iomian ansin tri bliana d'aois

-

agus os a chionn idir 1981 agus 1986 Thainig laghdl ar an gcéatadan Gaeilgeoirit ngach hmistéar Gaeltachta
nth na treimhse céanna

Daoine ag a bhiuill Ieamh na Gaeilge ach nach feidir leo 1 a labhart

Airteari measc daoine nach Gaellgeoni san Imleabhar seo 1adsan ag a bhiuil 12amh na Gaellge ach nach feidir
leo T a labhairt Bionn eolas ainthe ag na daomne sin ar an teanga_mas teoranta féin an t—eolas & Tugtar
achoimre 1 dTabla E ar lion na ndaoine sin arna n—aicmid de réir gnéis 1 1971 1981 agus 1986

Tabla E Daoine, fireannaigh agus baineannaigh, ag a bhfuil 1€amh na Gaellge ach nach féidir leo 7 a
labhairt, 1971, 1981 agus 1986

Gnéas | 1971 1981 1986
Fireannargh 68 394 133 242 161 574
Baineannaigh 66 774 135715 168 698
An tlomlan 135 168 268 957 330,272

Leirfonn antébla ce gur thanig dubailt ar lion na ndaoine sinidyy 1971 - 1981 don dé ghnéas bald an méadd don
trémnse clig blana 1981-1986 (+21 3 fapin gcead 1 gcas fireannach agus +24 3 faoin gcead 1 gcas

-

baineannach) | nth natreimhse sinina hiomlaine ba mho an t—ardl 1 gcas baneannach na géas fireannach

Gaeilgeouf | dTeaghlaigh Phriobhaideacha

As na 976 304 teaghlach priobh#ideach sa Stat bhi 400 638 nd 41 faoin gcéad ina raibh Gaellgeor amhain nd
nfos mé Ba i gCabhan agus | gContagbhuirg Bhaile Atha Cliath a bhi na céatadain ba 1T (31 3 agus 33 0 faomn
gcéad faol seach) agus bhi an céatadan ) bhfad rios mb 1 gContaebhuirg na Gaillimhe_56 4 faoin gcéad nan
acn atefe BaigContae|na Gaillmhe 53 5 faoin gcéad a bhi an dara céatadan is m (féach Tabla 10A)

De na 400 638 teaghlach priobhétdeach ina raibh Gaellgeor amhain nd nfos m§ bhi'diteach Gaeilgeoir amh@in
137 669 diobh ba theaghlaigh dhuine amhain 1ad 38 869 diobh sin  Sa tsli chganna, bhi 107 767 teaghlach ina
raibh beirt Ghaeilgeairi agus ba theaghlaigh bheirte iad 40 425 diobh sin (féach Tabla 12A) | gcoitinne bhf
Gaellgeonf le fail go forleathan | dteaghlaigh a raibh daoine eile sa chuid 1s md nar Ghaellgeoiriiad

Ba Ghaellgeain 1ad 29 4 faon gcéad de na dacine go Iérr_tri bliana d aois agus os a chionn i dteaghlaigh
phriobhardeacha Ba Ghaedgeoiri tad nios |4 na 25 faoin gcead de na daoine go Iéir iy bliana d acis agus os a
chionn | dteaghlaigh phriobhaideacha 1 gCabhan Cill Mhantain Contaebhuirg Bhaile Atha Chath Loch Garman

agus LG Ba GhaeilgeonTiad nfos md na 40 faoin gcéad 1 gContae agus t gContaebhuirg na Gaillimhe le chelle
(feach Tabla 10B)

TablaF  An lion agus|an céatadan (a) Teaghlach priobhaideach ina bhiuill Gaeilgeoir amhain no nios
mo agus (b)|Gaeilgeoiri, 3 bhana d aois agus os a choinn 1 dteaghlaigh phriobhaideacha 1
hmist@ir Ghaeltachta gach contae

‘ Teaghlaigh phriobhaideacha Daoine 1 dteaghlaigh phrfobhéideacha

Limistéir Ghaeltacht lomian
imistair Gha a
Le Gaellgeoir 3 bhana )
amhain no nios mo daois Gaeilgeorri
5 = P ~ agus os = P
| Antlomlan  an1fon  An Céatadan a%m onn AnLion An Ceatadan
Lion Lion % Lion Lion %
Corcaigh 1003 819 B17 3673 2720 741
Dun na nGall 7 731 6 456 835 25 B09 18 742 726
Gal”ll"‘tlh g8 081 6 762 837 29 363 20711 705
Crarral 2 456 2038 830 7 794 5835 749
Maigh Eo 3 545 2677 755 12916 7 938 815
An Mh’I’ 346 216 62 4 1265 602 47 6
Port Lairge 351 299 852 12562 207 72 4
loml&n na Limist&ar
Gaeltachta 23 513 19 267 819 82 072 57 455 700
|
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Bhi Gae’lgeour amhain, ar a laghad 1 4 theaghlach as gach 5 theaghlach phnobha:deacha 'sna ||m|ste|r |
Ghaeltachta ce go raibh na céatadain | nGaeltacht Mhaigh Eo (3 as 4) agus | nGaeltacht na M’ (2 as 3) 1 bhfad nios

isle Léritear ar Thabla G nach bhiull an scalpeadh Gaellgeorri | dteaghlaigh de lionta eagsula chamh leathan

imistéir Ghaeltachta 1s ata 1 imistér nach imistéir Ghaeltachta, nf nach ionadh le nar nios mé teaghlach 'sna

hmistéir Ghaeltachta ina dTeaghlaigh Ghaerlgeoni amhain

TablaG  Teaghlaigh phriobhaideacha arna n— aicmil de relr lion na nGaeilgeoirf, 3 bliana d'aois agus
os a choinn, sa teaghlach, sa Stat agus 'sna imistéir Ghaeltachta

-~ -
Lion iomlan na

- dteaghlach
Lmistar An Lion Gaellgeoir sa teaghlach priobhéideach
2 - ina bhtuil
! 3 4 5 g oS, Gaeigeorf
An Stat
Teaghlaigh B
phriobhaideacha Lion 137 669 107767 58523 43,719 27070 25890 400,638
% 344 269 146 109 68 €5 100 -
Gaeligeoiri Lion 137669 215534 175569 174876 135350 173,883 1,012,881
% 136 213 17 3 173 134 172 100 -
Na himisteir
Ghaeltachta
Teaghlaigh
phriobhaideacha  Lion 5152 5058 2892 2212 1557 2396 19 267 )
% 267 263 150 115 81 12 4 100 -
Gaellgeoiri Lion 5152 10116 8,676 8848 7785 16878 57 455
% 90 176 151 154 135 294 100 -

De na 400,638 teaghlach prlobhaldeach Ina raibh Gaeilgeolr ¢ amhan nd nios mo ba Ghaeilgeoir an ceann
teaghlaigh 1 251,853 cas {62 9 faoin gcead), balG an nar | gcas Loch Garman le 51 4 faoin gcead agus ba
nGaillimh le 73 8 faoin gcead a bhi'an nar ba mhd  Sna limisterr Ghaeltachta le chenle Gaellgeom abea916
faoin gcéad de na cinn teaghlaigh (1 dteaghlaigh a raibh Gaerlgeoir amhain ng nios md na siniontu)  Bhi’ 695 446
Gaerlgeorr ar fad sa 251,853 teaghlach inar Ghaellgeoir an ceann teaghlaigh, 2 8 an teaghlach ar an mean, bhi’
317,435 Gaellgeorr sa 148,785 teaghlach na raibh duine nar Ghaellgeorr ina cheann teaghlaigh, 21 an
teaghlach ar an mean (féach Tablai13A and 13B) Snalmistéir Ghaeltachta bhi" 53 869 Gaeilgeoir 'sna 17,655
teaghlach ar a raibh Gaeilgeorr ina cheann, 3 1 an teaghlach ar an mean, bh| 3 586 Gaellgeonr sna 1,612
teaghlach ar a raibh duine nar Ghaellgeoir na cheann 2 2 anteaghlach ar an mean (féach Tablal 14A agus 14B)
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| Commentary
Insh Speakers 1926—1986 -

The overall situation in respect of knowledge of the Insh language 1s outlined in Table A for each of the years since
1926 in which a question on this topic was asked in the Census of Population

Table A. Number and percentage of Insh speakers, 3 years of age and over, 1926—-1986.

Category 5 l 1926 1936 1946 1961 1971 1981 1986
Insh speakers ‘ 540 802 666 601 588 725 716 420 789 429 1018 413 1042 701
Non—Insh speakers 2261650 2140324 2182932 1919398 1998 019 2 268 054 231093

Total population 3
yoars of age ‘

and over 2 802 452 2 806 925 2771657 2635818 2787 448 3 226 467 3353632
Insh speakers as a | % % % % % % %
percentage of

populaton 3 years l

of age and over ‘ 193 237 212 272 283 316 KT

Over the period 1926—1986 the number of persons who were returned in the Census of Population as being able
to speak Insh increased from 540,802 or 19 3 per cent of the population aged three years and over to 1,042,701
or 31 1 per cent Between 1981 and 1986 the actual number of Irnsh speakers increased by 24,288 or 2 4 per
cent However, 'the percentage of the total population aged three years and over who were Insh speakers
marginally declined from 31 6 per centto 31 1 per cent Itis important to bear in mind that the number of persons
returned as being able to speak Insh at any Census Is closely related not only to the total population in the country
at that time, but also to the age structure of the population (see Table C} It 1s particularly dependent on the
number of persons who are attending school and on the number of persons in the younger post—schoolgoing
age groups ‘

Provinces 1971—-1986 .

%

Table B summarises the incidence of Insh speakers in each province in the years 1971, 1981 and 1986

Table B- Number and percentage of Insh speakers, 3 years of age and over in each province in 1971,
1981 and 1986

Insh speakers as a
, insh speakers percentage of population
Province 3 years of age and over
1971 1981 1986 1971 1581 1986
No No No % % %

Leinster 341,702 473 225 480,227 245 28 2- 274
Munster 252,805 323704 337,043 306 346 348
Connacht 137,372 155,134 158,386 372 388 a7
Ulster (part of) 57,550 66,350 67,045 295 308 301
Total 789,429 1,018 413 1,042,701 283 316 311

The number of Insh speakers increased in absolute terms dunng the 1971/81 and 1981/86 intercensal periods in
all four provinces While the number of Insh speakers as a percentage of the population aged 3 years and over
also increased in all four provinces inthe 1971/81 period Munster was the only province to register an increasein
this percentage between 1981 and 1986 The province of Connacht, which contained the largest Gaeltacht area
In 1986 had the greatest proportion of Insh speakers (38 7 per cent) among the four provinces This has been
the case at each of the Censuses of 1971, 1981 and 1986 Leinster, on the other hand, has consistently over the
last three Censuses shown the smallest proportion of Insh speakers among its population
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Age Groups
Table C compares the number of Insh speakers in each age group n 1981 and 1986

Table C  Number and percentage of Insh speakers, 3 years of age and over, classified by age group -
1981 and 1986

Insh speakers as a
insh speakers percentage of the total
in the age group

Age group
1981 1986 1981 1986
No No % %
3 - 4vyears 6700 5763 49 42 ]
5 — 9years 97 058 91 334 278 2640
10 — 14 years 173516 174 588 508 498
15 - 19 years 166 549 167 760 510 507 J
20 — 24 years 110 561 104 127 400 364
25 — 34 years 156 760 157 687 328 315
35 — 44 years 108 091 127 696 300 303
45 — 54 years 85 184 87 049 283 281
55 — 64 years 66 209 68 173 229 242
65 years and over 47 785 58 524 130 162
Total 1018 413 1042 701 316 311

The 10—14 and 15—19 age groups had the highest percentage of Irnish speakers in both 1981 and 1986 These
age groups together with the 59 age group correspondto the schoolgoing age groups The percentage of Irish
spedkers declined In these three age groups between 1981 and 1986 This was also the case in the
post—-schoolgoing age groups 20—24 and 2534 All older age groups registered increases in the percentage
of Irish speakers apart from a shght decline in the 45—54 age group

The figures for 1981 and 1986 show that ability to speak the Irish language declines with age beyond the 15—19
year age group when it is at its highest

Gaeltacht Areas :

Table D Number and percentage of Insh speakers 3 years of age and over, in the Gaeltacht areas
{as then defined3) — 1981 and 1986

insh speakers

Percentage
Insh Non—-Irish as percentage change
Gaeltacht areas speakers speakers of total 1981—86 In
1981 1986 1981 1986 1981 1986  Ppopulation 3+
No No No No % % %
Cork3 2681 2846 560 763 827 789 *
Donegal 19 209 18 823 5113 5 861 790 759 +19
Galway 19 819 20873 4 945 6 963 800 750 +12 4
Kerry 6 264 6142 1584 1 665 798 787 -05
Mayo B 457 8 071 4162 4 316 670 652 -18B
Meath3 493 602 407 600 548 501 *
Waterford 1103 1094 203 268 845 B03 +43

Total Gaeltacht
areas 58 026 58 451 16 974 20 536 77 4 740 *

*1981 and 1986 areas not comparable

3 The Gaeltacht areas of Cork and Meath were extended under the Gaeltacht Areas Order 1982 In Table D the 1981 figures for Insh
speakers and non—Insh speakers for Cork and Meath relate lo the pre— 1982 areas whereas the 1986 figures relate to the new (extended)
areas The total population in 1981 of the areas added were as follows — Cork 484 persons Meath 261 persons |t 1s not possible to
disaggregate these ligures by age group or abihty to speak the Insh language
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Of the Gaeltacht [areas whose boundanes did not change between 1981 and 1986 Galway was the only one to
register an Increase In the! number of Irish speakers However as the increase in the number of non-—lrish
speakers outweighed the increase in the number of Insh speakers in the Galway Gaeltacht by a factor of two to
one, the percentage of inshispeakers in its total poputation aged 3 years and over declined from 80 per centto 75
per cent between 1981 and‘1 986 The percentage of Insh speakers declined in all Gaeltacht areas over the same
penod

£ 1

Persons able to read but not speak Insh )

Persons who can read but cannot speak Irish are treated in this Volume as  non—insh speakers  Such persons,
however, have a certain knowledge of the language even if it 1s somewhat mited Table E summanses the
number of such persons classified by sex for 1971 1981 and 1986

Table E Persons, males and females, who can read but cannot speak Insh 1971, 1981 and 1986

Sex 1971 1981 1986
Males 68 394 133 242 161 574
Females 66 774 135715 168 698
Total 135 168 268,957 330,272

The table shows that while there was a doubling of the numbers of such persons between 1971-1981 for both
sexes the increase was more modest for the five year period 19811986 (+21 3 per cent for males and +24 3
per cent for females) Over the period as a whole the increase was more pronounced for females than for males

Irish speakers 1n Private Households

Of the total of 976 304 private households in the State there were 400 638 or 41 per cent having one or more insh
speakers The proportions were lowest for Cavan and Dublin County Borough (313 and 33 0 per cent
respectively) while Galway County Borough at 56 4 per cent easily had the highest proportion with Galway
County at 53 5 per cent having the next highest (see Table 10A)

Of the 400 638 private households with one or more Insh speakers 137 669 had precisely one Irish speaker,
38 869 of these were one—person households Similarly, there were 107 767 households with two Insh
speakers and 40 425 of these were two—person households (see Table 12A) In general Insh speakers were
widely dispersed In households the majonty of which contained other persons who were non—Irsh speakers

Insh speakers in private hquseholds t':ompnsed some 29 4 per cent of all persons aged 3 years and over In
private households " Insh speakers compnsed less than 25 per cent of all persons aged 3 years and over In
private households in Louth Wicklow Wexford Cavan and Dublin County Borough They were in excess of 40
per cent in Galway'County|and County Borough combined (see Table 10B)

o 1
Table F  Number and percentage of (a) private households with one or more Insh speakers and (b) Insh
¢ speakers, 3 years of age and over in private households, in the Gaeltacht areas of each county

‘ Private households Persons in private households

Gaeltacht areas

With one or more Total

| Inish speakers 3 years Irish speakers

{ Total Number  Percentage of age Number Percentage

and over
No No % No No %

Cork 1003 819 817 3673 2720 741
Donegal 7 731 6 456 835 25 809 18,742 726
Galway 8 081 6762 837 29 363 20711 705
Kerry 2 456 2038 830 7794 5835 749
Mayo 3545 2677 755 129186 7 938 615
Meath 346 216 624 1265 602 476
Waterford 351 299 852 1252 807 724

Total Gaeltacht areas 23513 19 267 819 82 072 57 455 700




20

About 4 out of every 5 prnivate households in Gaeltacht areas contained at least one Insh speaker although the
propartions for the Mayo Gaeltacht (3 out of 4) and particularly for the Meath Gaeltacht (2 out of 3) were
considerably lower Table G shows that for Gaeltacht areas as would be expected the degree of dispersion of
Insh speakers in households of different sizes I1s not as great as in non—Gaeltacht areas a greater proportion of
entire households in the former being Insh speakers

Table G Private households classified by number of Insh speakers, 3 years of age and over, in the
household, for the State and Gaeltacht areas

Total
private
Area Number of Insh speakers in the household households
1 2 3 4 5 6 or with Insh
more speakers
State
Private
households No 137 669 107767 58523 43719 27070 25890 400 638
% 344 269 14 6 109 68 65 100 —
Irish
speakers No 137 669 215534 175569 174876 135350 173883 1012 881
% 136 213 173 17 3 134 172 100 -
Gaeltacht areas
Private
househotds No 5152 5058 2 892 2212 1557 2 396 19 267
% 267 263 150 115 81 124 100 -
Insh
speakers No 5152 10116 8 676 B 848 7 785 16 878 57 455
% 90 176 151 i54 135 29 4 100 -

Of the 400,638 private households with one or more Insh speakers the head of the household was an Irish
speaker in 251 853 cases (62 9 per cent) the proportion was lowest for Wexford at 51 4 per cent and highest for
Galway at 73 8 per cent For Gaeltacht areas as awhole 91 6 per cent of heads of households (with one or more
Insh speakers) were Irish speakers The 251 853 households where the head of the household was an insh
speaker contained a total of 695 446 Insh speakers an average of 2 8 per household while the 148 785
households where the head of the household was not an Irish speaker contained a total of 317 435 Insh
speakers, an average of 2 1 per household {see Tables 13A and 13B) For Gaeltacht areas the 17,655
households where the head of the household was an Insh speaker contained 53 869 Irish speakers an average
of 3 1 per household while the 1 612 households where the head of the household was not an Insh speaker
contained 3 586 Insh speakers an average of 2 2 per household (see Tables 14A and 14B)




