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Less than 10% of students read newspapers

7,211 secondary school attendees completed the Phase 10 questionnaire of the
CensusAtSchool survey between August 2010 and June 2011. This represents
1.9% of the overall secondary school population. The questionnaire asked a wide
variety of questions ranging from favourite subjects, sports teams, methods of
communication and travel to school times.

Details on the CensusAtSchool project and more results from Phase 10 can be
found at the website http://www.censusatschool.ie.

Interesting Findings from Phase 10 results:

• 9.4% of students responding to the Phase 10 survey use newspapers as their
main source for news. Television (39.5%) and the internet via a computer
(19.3%) are the most popular sources for the news (see Chart 5).

• Celebrity, Music/Film and Sport are the favourite types of media stories
enjoyed by students. Male students strongly prefer sports themes while
female students’ preferences were distributed more evenly between
Celebrity, Fashion and Film themes.

• 87% of respondents to the survey had a computer with access to the internet.

• The most popular school subject for males was Physical Education (PE)
and for females was Art. PE’s popularity amongst male students declines
as they progress through school (see Chart 6).

• Manchester United was significantly the most popular football team in
Ireland. Liverpool, Chelsea and Arsenal were the next most popular.
Together they accounted for over 60% of popularity.

For more information, contact Eoin McCuirc at 021 453 5504 or Felix
Coleman at 021 453 5129.
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Chart 1: What electronic devices do you have?

87% of respondents to the survey had a home computer with access to the internet and 82% of the respondents had a games

console. Of the respondents who had a computer with internet access 50% also responded that they owned their own computer.

Chart 2: How do you communicate with your friends?

Male students in our questionnaire indicated that they spent a greater proportion of time communicating in person while female

students use text messaging a greater proportion of the time.
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Chart 3: What is your favourite type of media story?

There was a strong difference in preferences between males and females when asked about their favourite type of media stories.

Males preferred Sport stories while females preferred a mixture of Celebrity, Fashion and Films. When comparing female and

male preferences, females’ preferences were more widely distributed amongst the available choices than males.

Chart 4: What is your favourite type of TV programme?

Comedy was popular amongst both males and females. However, when it comes to Sports and Soaps there was a strong difference

in preference.
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Chart 5: What is the main way you keep up with the news?

Chart 6: Students' favourite subject

Female students preferred Art, Music and English to male students. The male respondents' favourite subjects were Physical

Education (PE) and technology subjects.
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Chart 7: Popularity of a selection of subjects at school by age of respondent

The popularity of PE changed significantly depending on the age of the respondent. It drops from a high of 30.38 % at age 14 to

15% by the age of 18. The fall in popularity of PE is caused by a decline in preference amongst the male respondents as they age.

PE's popularity amongst females remains relatively constant.

Chart 8: What pets do you have?

Dogs were a student’s best friend (as long as they don’t eat the homework).
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Chart 9: Favourite characteristics of pets

16% of male students liked to cuddle their pets while 35% of females also liked a cuddle with their animals

Chart 10: What is your favourite football team?

The most popular football team in the survey was Manchester United. 25% of the females that responded stated they had no

interest in football while 12% of males stated they had no interest in football. A total 107 different football teams were entered in

the survey. The remaining 95 teams had less than 0.5% support each.
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Chart 11: Which hand do you write with (female)

Students who responded were predominantly right handed. 82% of males and 86% of females write with their right hand.

Interestingly 4% more males are left handed than females.

Chart 12: Which hand do you write with (male)

4% more males write with their left hands than females.

Chart 13: How many cars belong to people in your household?
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Background Notes

Definition 7,211 secondary school attendees completed the Phase 10 questionnaire of the CensusAtSchool

survey between August 2010 and June 2011. This represents 1.9% of the overall secondary

school population. The data was collected using an online survey located on the CensusAtSchool

website at http://www.censusatschool.ie/. The survey was advertised by Project Maths and CSO

as part of the CensusAtSchool project.

The voluntary nature of the project means the students' responses were not selected using any ran-

domised sampling procedure.

Questionnaire for
phase 10

A copy of the Phase 10 CensusAtSchool questionnaire can be found on the final page.
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Number of respondents of Phase 10 survey by county of school's location

County No of Respondents

CARLOW 64

CAVAN 72

CLARE 381

CORK 730

DONEGAL 48

DUBLIN 1866

GALWAY 381

KERRY 98

KILDARE 413

KILKENNY 98

LAOISE 126

LEITRIM 33

LIMERICK 227

LONGFORD 26

LOUTH 405

MAYO 79

MEATH 662

OFFALY 41

ROSCOMMON 1

TIPPERARY N.R. 560

TIPPERARY S.R. 92

WATERFORD 87

WESTMEATH 128

WEXFORD 50

WICKLOW 315

Total 6983

Chart footnote 2: No matched respondents from Monaghan or Sligo.

Chart footnote 1: The number of respondents in this table refers to the population of the sample that

could be matched to the Department of Education’s School Roll number, in order to establish which

county the school was based in using the Department's school address.




