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REPORT ON VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 1984.

This Report has been prepared by the Central Statistics Office for the Minister for Health in
accordance with the provisions of Section 2 of the vital Statistics and Births, Deaths and Marriages
Registration Act, 1952,

The statistics relate to the area in Ireland exclusive of Northern Ireland.

Births are classified according to the area of residence of the mother and deaths according to the
area of residence of the deceased.

The number of births and deaths for each of the years 1943 to 1984 is exclusive of late
registrations and the number of deaths for each of the years 1940 to 1967 is exclusive of non
~residents. From 1968 however, the number of deaths included non-residents.

The main statistics contained in this Report have already been published, and the Report consists
mainly of a breakdown and analysis of these.

Prior to 1970, births and deaths were classified according to year of registration. In order to
comply with United Nations regulations it was decided to classify births and deaths by year of
occurrence from 1970 onwards. Because of this change in the basis of classification, those births
and deaths which occurred in 1969 but were registered in 1970 have been recorded neither in the 1969
nor in the 1970 Report on Vital Statistics. The number of births excluded on this account was 2,545
and the number of deaths, 2,279. Appendix tables to the 1971 Report show these births classified by
age of mother at maternity and number of previous children, while the deaths are classified by
cause, sex and age group.

NOTE: More up to date information on Vital Statistics is published in the Quarterly Report on
Births, Deaths and Marriages and on certain Infectious Diseases published about five months after
the end of the quarter to which the data relate. In the Quarterly Report births and deaths are
classified according to quarter of registration.

GENERAL SUMMARY

Marriages: ~ There were 18,513 marriages registered during the year 1984 compared with 19,467 in
1983. The marriage rate per 1,000 population was 5.2 compared with 5.6 in 1983,

Births: - The number of births occurring during 1984 was 64,062, 33,222 males and 30,840 females.
The birth rate was 18.2 per 1,000 population compared with 19.2 per 1,000 population in 1983. The
number of illegitimate births occurring in 1984 was 5,116 or 8.0 per cent of all births.

Deaths: ~ The number of deaths occurring during 1984 was 32,076, 17,485 males and 14,591 females.

The death rate was 9.1 per 1,000 population., In 1983 deaths numbered 32,976 and the rate was
9.4,

Of the deaths occurring in 1984, 34.8 per cent were stated to be due to ischaemic and other forms
of heart disease, 14.8 per cent to other diseases of circulatory system, 20.8 per cent to cancer
and 12.7 per cent to diseases of respiratory system.

There were 6,666 deaths from malignant neoplasms and neoplasms of lymphatic and haematopoietic
tissues. Of these, 46 were caused by Hodgkin's disease and 227 by leukaemia and aleukaemia.

The death rate for cancer (Nos. 140-208) in 1984 was 1,89 per 1,000 population compared with
1.85 for 1983.

During 1984 the number of deaths occurring of infants under one year was 617 compared with 677
in 1983 giving rates of 9.6 and 10.1 respectively per 1,000 live births.

The total number of deaths from accidents and other external causes in 1984 was 1,436 of which
motor vehicle accidents accounted for 503 deaths. The corresponding figures for 1983 were 1,593 and
548 respectively, Marriage, birth and death rates per 1,000 population for the years 1952 to 1984
are illustrated in Diagram 1.

Issue of Authority for Registration. - Births and deaths which have not been registered within one
year of their occurrence can be registered only on the authority of An tArd Chlaraitheoir (Registrar
General). The number of such births registered on the authority of An tArd Chlaraitheoir in 1984
was 1,260 and the number of such deaths registered was 391. Throughout the tables in this Report these
births and deaths have been excluded. . .

Tables containing an analysis of late death registrations in 1984 are included in the Appendix
of this Report..

Population, = The estimated population in April 1984 was 3,529,000; 1,768,900 males and 1,760,100
females.
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MARRIAGES

The number of marriages registered in 1984 was 18,513, a decrease of 954 on the previous year; the
rate was 5.2 per 1,000 population, 0.4 below that for 1983, Tables 4 and 5 of this Report show the
average numbers of marriages registered and marriage rates for 10-year periods since 1864 and by
single years since 1971. The following table compares the marriage rate in Ireland in the years 1941
to 1984 with those in Northern Ireland, England and Wales and Scotland.

NUMBER OF MARRIAGES PER 1,000 POPULATION IN Igggngi AND NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES, 1941 TO 198k4.
YEAR ? IRELAND® i NORTHERN IRELAND ENGLAND AND WALES ! SCOTLAND
1941-1950+ 5.6 7.6 8.6 8.5
1951-1960+ | 5.4 ; 6.8 | 7.8 g 8.1
! ! : !
1961-1970+ ! 6.0 ! 7.3 ! 7.9 ! 7.9
1971 7.4 7.9 8.3 8.1
1972 5 7.4 7.7 ; 8.2 8.1
! !
1973 7.4 7.3 8.1 8.1
1974 P 7.3 ' 7.0 7.8 7.9
1975 } 6.7 ; 7.1 5 7.7 i 7.5
! , ! !
1976 E 6.4 a 6.4 é 7.3 § 7.2
1977 ; 6.1 § 6.3 g 7.3 § 7.2
1978 ; 6.4 § 6.7 ; 7.5 § 7.3
1979 g 6.2 § 6.6 ; 7.5 ; 7.3
1980 3 6.4 5 6.4 3 7.5 5 7.5
! 1 { !
1981 ; 6.0 i 6.2 g 7.1 ; 7.0
1982 g 5.8 i 6.4 ; 6.9 ; 6.8
1983 ; 5.6 g 6.5 g 6.9 g 6.8
1984 § 5.2 ; 6.7 ; 7.0 i 7.0

] 1
*Exclusive of Northern Ireland
+Average annual number of marriages per 1,000 population for decennial periods from 1941-1970.

AGE AT MARRIAGE

Particulars of the ages of persons marrying in this country were obtained at the 1946 Census of
Population. At that Census persons were asked to state their date of marriage and a special analysis
was made of 14,338 marriages which had taken place in the preceding twelve months and in the case
of which the husband and wife were enumerated on the same census schedule. Corresponding data have
been available since 1957 from marriage registrations and the results obtained since have made
possible an examination of the trends in age at marriage over the intervening period, which are
summarised in the following table.

TABLE II
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF MARRIAGES ACCORDING TO AGE OF GROOM AND AGE OF BRIDE AND
* AVERAGE AGE AT MARRIAGE IN 1945-1946 AND IN EACH YEAR 1981 TO 1984,

1
DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO AGE OF GROOM ! DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO AGE OF BRIDE
: ! ; ! ! 1 :
AGE GROUP 1945-46 | 1981 1982 ! 1983 {1984 | 1945-46} 1981 | 1982 3 1983 ! 1984
hd 1 1 1 | ] ] i
PER CENT
! ! ! 1 ! ! = } :
Under 20 years |} 1.0 4.5 2.5V 2.1} 2.7 6.6 12.9 | 8.2t 7.5} 8.7
] 1
2024w 14.3 40.8 | 35.9 | 135.3 | 37.4 29.5 | 50.7 § 49.9 | 49.4 | 49.8
H
25-29 25.7 35.9 39.9 40.2 1 39.1 31.1 25.6 | 29.6 30.8 | 29.8
1] 1
30-34 5 24,2 i 11.2 i 13.3 13.9 | 12.7 19.9 g 6.7 i 7.9 7.8 7.5
1 ] 1 1 I
35-44 n 5 25.8 5 5.2 E 6.0 6.1 5.8 11.1 2.9 1 3.1 3.2 3.1
]
H H
45 years and over 9.0 2.4 ! 2.4 2.3 2.2 1.9 1.2 1.3 1.3 I 1.2
TOTAL 100, - 100.- ! 100.- { 100.- !100.- 100.- {100.- {100.- ! 100.- {100.-
1
AVERAGE AGE I33.1 | 26.8 1 27.4 % 27.5 | 27.3 28.0 | 24.7 | 25.3 | 25.4 | 25.2
1 1 1 ] i H H { i
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In 1984 there was an increase in the proportion of grooms and brides at ages under 25 years reversing
the downward trend of the last 4 years. The average age at marriage has been increasing in recent
years for both men and women but, at 27.3 years for males and 25.2 years for females, the 1984
figures represent a decrease on the previous year. In TABLE 46 marriages registered in 1984 are
shown cross-classified by age of groom and age of bride in single years while in TABLE 47 similar
particulars are shown for marriages between bachelors and spinsters. From the latter table it may be
calculated that the average ages of bachelors and spinsters marrying in 1984 were 26.9 and 24.9
respectively.

A comparison of first marriage rates per 1,000 single population in each age group in Ireland
and in England and Wales in 1984 is made in Table III. The figures were obtained by dividing
the number of single males marrying in each group by the total number of single males in that age
group and similarly for females.

TABLE III
FIRST MARRIAGE RATES PER 1,000 SINGLE POPULATION IN EACH AGE GROUP IN IRELAND*
AND ENGLAND AND WALES 1984

[
]
| BACHELORS SPINSTERS
! 1
E : ! :
AGE GROUPS IRELAND* ENGLAND AND WALES IRELAND* i ENGLAND AND WALES
' !
1984 1984 1984 1984
]
!
15-19 years+ H 2.9 ! . 6.2 i 10.1 1 24.3
20-24 ' ! 53.8 i 74.1. ! 85.6 [ 115.4
25-29 ! 120.7 113.4 135.1 i 117.8
30-34 ' 78.8 72.8 79.8 | 67.2
35-39 ¢ 39.2 38.8 41.1 i 34.5
40-44 ' H 19.0 i 19.9 H 13.7 ! 18.3
45-49 ! H 9.2 i 11.4 i 6.6 H 10.8
50-54 '! [ 3.4 H 6.6 [ 3.4 | 6.6 -
55 and over 1.8 2.8 1.5 i 1.4
]
Total, 15 years ]
and over 35.0 43.9 43.0 1 54.2
] ] 1
] [} z 1
* Exclusive of Northern Ireland . + 16-19 years for England and Wales

For each sex the marriage rates in Ireland were considerably below those in England and Wales in
the two younger age groups. In the 25~39 year age groups in England and Wales the rates for both
males and females were lower than the Irish rates in 1984. In the age groups 45-54 the rates
for England and Wales were significantly higher. .

MODE OF CELEBRATION

The number of marriages celebrated in accordance with the rites and ceremonies of the Catholic
Church registered in 1984 amounted to 17,388 (eguivalent to 93.9 per cent of the total) and other
marriages numbered 1,125, of which 380 were according to the rites and ceremonies of the Church of
Ireland, 84 in Presbyterian Churches, 32 in Methodist Churches, 1 according to Jewish rites, 22 in
accordance with the rites and ceremonies of other religious denominations and 606 by civil contract
in Registrar's Office. ’

The rate for Catholic marriages in 1984 was 5.2 per 1,000 of the Catholic population, a decrease
of 0.3 on the corresponding rate for 1983. The rate for all other marriages combined was 6.4
per 1,000 of the population other than Catholic, a decrease of 1.7 on the previous year's rate.

TABLE IV
MARRIAGES REGISTERED IN THE YEARS 1941 TO 1984 ACCORDING TO THE MODE OF CELEBRATION, AND
THE RATES PER 1,000 CORRESPONDING POPULATION FOR CATHOLIC AND ALL OTHER MARRIAGES.
i T

T
1 1 1
H MARRIAGES REGISTERED OTHER THAN CATHOLIC CATH~ | RATE PER 1,000

OLIC TOTAL CORRESPONDING
1 1 1 ! T i MARRI- MARRI POPULATION
CHURCH |PRESBY~-|METHO-!JEWISH! OTHER {CIVIL] TOTAL AGES AGES ! !
{ OF | TERIAN| DIST | {RELIGIOUS |MARR-! {REGIS—~ | REGIS-|CATH- | ALL |TOTAL
YEAR |IRELAND , DENOMIN- |IAGES| TERED | TERED | OLIC |OTHER }MARRI-
ATIONS | MARRI- {MARRI~| AGES
! AGES | AGES |
¥
1 ] ]
1941-50+] 641 | 136 51 9 | 9 54 |} 900 | 15,685} 16,585} 5.63 | 4.94 | 5,60
1951-60+} 507 | 112 37 | 18 | 5 1 65 | 744 14,998} 15,742} 5.48 | 4.48 | 5.42
1961-70+ 455 107 31 10 6 78 | 688 16,742} 17,430} 6.11 | 4.78 | 6.05
1971 566 111 30 6 13 170 | 896 21,118 22,014} 7.55 |} 4.91 | 7.39
1972 528 130 43 7 13 168 | 889 21,413} 22,302} 7.45 5.88 7.38
1973 491 113 25 12 3 179 823 21,993 22,816} 7.53 5.36 7.42
1974 441 103 30 7 8 239 - 828 22,005 22,833} 7.41 5.30 7.31
1975 426 82 24 5 2 224 763 20,517} 21,280 6.80 4.80 6.70
1976 490 93 35 7 8 282 915 19,665} 20,580} 6.41 5.67 6.38
1977 342 88 27 8 5 266 736 19,280} 20,016} 6.20 4.50 6.12
1978 394 65 17 2 3 322 803 20,381 21,184} 6.47 4,85 6.39
1979 325 60 15 5 8 351 764 20,042) 20,806, 6.26 4,54 6.18
1980 332 51 23 11 13 388 818 20,974 21,792} 6.49 4.81 6.41
1981 392 63 25 4 27 454 965 19,647) 20,612} 6.01 5.60 5.99
1982 376 119 41 1 20 540 1,097 19,127} 20,224} 5.79 6.30 5.81
1983 404 71 23 2 19 902 1,421 18,046 19,467} 5.22 8.11 5.56
1984 380 84 32 1, 22 606 ! 1,125 17,3885 18,513 5.19 | 6.38 5 5.25
(] + ] ]
] l (] 1 1 1 1
+Average annual number of marriages and rates for decennial periods 1941-1970
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Marriages are classified according to form of ceremony, age of groom and age of bride in TABLES
48 and 49. For Catholic marriages the average age of the groom was 27.1 years compared with
29.2 years for other marriages (including Civil marriages). The average age of the bride for
Catholic marriages was 25.1 years and for other marriages, 26.4 years.

SOCIO-ECONOMIC GROUP

A classification which has been widely used in recent years in Census of Population statistics
is that by socio-economic group. This classification is determined by a person's occupation or, in
some cases, by a combination of occupation and employment status. The socio-economic group of a
person not gainfully occupied is considered to be that of the gainfully occupied person on whom he
or she is deemed to be dependent. The men and women married in 1984 were classified by
socio-economic group on the basis of the information as to occupation given in the marriage register
and the results obtained are given in TABLES 50 to 52.

In TABLES 50 and 51 grooms and brides are classified by’socio-economic group and age at marriage
in each group. For both grooms and brides the average marriage age in 1984 was higher in the social
group "Farmers, farmers' relatives assisting and farm managers" than in any other group and the
lowest average was in the "other manual workers™ group.

TABLE 52 shows marriages registered in 1984 cross-classified by the social groups of groom and
bride. From the table it will be observed that the highest number of marriages among males occurred in
the "skilled manual workers" group and accounted for 32 per cent of the grooms. The highest among
females was in the "Intermediate and other non-manual workers" group and accounted for 46 per cent of
the brides. The table may also be examined by considering the socio-economic groups of the men
marrying the women in each particular socio-economic group. Thus it will be seen that only 37 per cent
of the women stated to be in the socio-economic group "Farmers, farmers' relatives assisting and farm
managers" married men in socio-economic groups other than their own. A substantial number of the women
in the "Intermediate and other non-manual. workers" groups married men in each of the other
. socio-economic groups. In the case of the majority of women in the "manual workers" groups, the
husbands belonged to the same groups.

AREA OF RESIDENCE

Four districts may be considered in relation to each marriage, namely that in which the marriage
took place, the areas of residence of the bride and groom prior to marriage, and the intended future
residence. In TABLE U5, figures for marriages according to the place of occurrence are given for
1984. A comparison between the area of residence of the bride before the ceremony and the area in
which the marriage took place is made in Table V.

In TABLES 53 and 54 marriages are shown classified by area of residence prior to marriage and age
group of groom and bride. Confining attention to the marriages in the case of which the area of
residence was within the State, it will be seen that the average age at marriage for men is lower
in predominantly urban than rural areas. Thus, in the four county boroughs the average age of grooms
was not over 26.9 years, whereas.in County Leitrim, the average age was 29.7. The average age
for brides was lowest in Waterford County Borough, 24.2 and highest in Dublin County Borough, 25.3.
The lowest average age of brides in the counties was in County Wexford, 24.1 and highest in County
Leitrim, 26.7.

In TABLE 55 marriages are cross-classified by area of residence before marriage of groom and
bride. As is to be expected, in the great majority of cases the groom and bride were from the same
or neighbouring counties. A feature of the table is the large number of cases in which the address
of the groom or bride or of both groom and bride were outside the State. Thus, 458 of the men
married in the State in 1984 were returned as residing in England, Wales or Scotland, 265 in Northern
Ireland and 232 in other countries. The number of brides who were resident before marriage
in England, Wales or Scotland was 258, the number from Northern Ireland was 109 and the number from
other countries was 105. In 374 cases both the groom and bride were from outside the State. In
the past it has been the practice to compute marriage rates for counties and county boroughs by
relating the marriages registered in each area to the resident population of that area.
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TABLE V

COMPARISON OF AREA IN WHICH MARRIAGE TOOK PLACE WITH AREA OF RESIDENCE OF BRIDE, 1984.

) i i
Area in which registered ! ! : ! Col.(3)
H Total | Marriages in the case of which | as percentage
Marriages ’ bride was resident in of Col.(2)
(1) ~ Same area E other areas¥*.
(2) (3) 1 (5)
1
1
H
Carlow E 224 5 204 i 20 a 91.1
H 1 1 t
Dublin County Borough 3,604 2,805 799 77.8
Dun Laoghaire Borough 362 266 96 73.5
]
]
Dublin County (remainder) s 1,817 E 990 27 E 69.9
H H . 1
Kildare 476 415 61 87.2
Kilkenny 381 324 57 85.0
Laois i 294 E 238 i 56 ! 81.0
! I 1 1 i
Longford 160 138 a 22 86,2
]
Louth ! 524 479 E 45 91.4
1 i .
Meath i 493 399 s 94 80.9
i
Offaly a 324 282 a 42 87.0
1
Westmeath i 357 303 E 54 84.9
I t
Wexford E 506 473 i 33 93.5
H ]
Wicklow 5 456 .! 378 ll 78 82.9
! i | '
Clare a 433 362 a 71 E 83.6
H t 1
Cork County Borough 5 862 ! 596 266 ! 69.1
H i
Cork County 5 1,159 i 1,024 135 88.4
] t
Kerry g 615 5 535 80 87.0
1 t
Limerick County Borough E 433 ! 308 125 71.1
H H
Limerick County 5 560 E 4h40 i 120 i 78.6
1 1 t 1
Tipperary N.R. 337 288 ! 49 i 85.5
H
Tipperary S.R. 424 367 57 ! 86.6
Waterford County Borough 201 - 153 ! 48 76.1
i
Waterford County ! 222 ! 170 1 52 76.6
| = |
Galway 871 770 i 101 88.4
Leitrim W 122 :: 25 83.0
1 1
Mayo 750 598 a 152 79.7
H
Roscommon 292 ! 206 1 86 70.5
] ]
Sligo ; 284 } 239 : 45 8.2
[ )
| |
Cavan i 326 291 ! .35 89.3
1
Donegal i 732 633 E 99 86.5
I 1
Monaghan | 287 265 [ 22 92.3
| | |
. I I
Total 5 18,513 E 15,061 ! 3,452 i 81.4
] 1
W

*# Tncludes 66 cases In which residence was not stated and 45 cases in which residence

country

as outside the

3
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In Table VI the rates calculated are compared with rates obtained by relating marriages
classified by area of residence of groom before marriage to total resident population.

TABLE VI
MARRIAGE RATES PER 1,000 POPULATION IN EACH COUNTY AND COUNTY BOROUGH CALCULATED USING
(a) TOTAL MARRIAGES REGISTERED IN EACH AREA AND (b) MARRIAGES OF MEN FROM
THAT AREA, IN 1984,

AREA RATE RATE

o~
[
—
—
o
—

Carlow

Dublin County Borough
Dun Laoghaire Borough
Dublin County (remainder)
Kildare

Kilkenny

Laois

Longford

Louth

Meath

Offaly

Westmeath

Wexford

Wicklow
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Clare

Cork County Borough

Cork County

Kerry

Limerick County Borough
Limerick County
Tipperary, N.R.
Tipperary, S.R.
Waterford County Borough
Waterford County
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MUNSTER 5.1 4.9

Galway 4.9
Leitrim 5.3
Mayo 6.5
5.3
5.0

_____,__

Roscommon
Sligo
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Cavan
Donegal
Monaghan
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It will be observed that rates (a) and (b) differ on account of the fact that marriages of men
whose area of residence was outside the country were included in the calculation of rate (a) and
excluded from rate (b). In the case of the question on intended future permanent residence, the
accuracy of many of the entries was not as high as for the other information supplied. There were
412 marriages registered in which no information of future residence was provided.

TABLE VII
PERCENTAGE OF MARRIAGES WITH FUTURE INTENDED RESIDENCE
OUTSIDE THE STATE 1975 TO 1984..

T T
E P
Year Total Marriages ! Marriages with intended Col.(3) as percentage
E Future residence abroad of col.(2)
(1) (2) ' 3) )
| | :
1975 ! 21,280 1,565 7.4
|
1976 E 20,580 1,454 E 7.1
i i
1977 E 20,016 » 1,335 6.7
!
1978 E 21,184 1,408 6.6
i
1979 E 20,806 E 1,169 E 5.6
1 1 1
: : :
1980 5 21,792 E 1,203 E 5.5
E i E
1981 E 20,612 E 1,100 E 5.3
| i i
1982 E 20,224 i 1,075 E 5.3
| | |
1983 E 19,467 E 1,013 i 5.2
E ! ;
1984 E 18,513 s 1,149 i 6.2
i i i
: : H

As may be seen from Table VII the proportion of marriages with intended future residence outside
the State shows a decline over the years to reach 1,013 in 1983; for 1984 there was an increase
of 136 to reach 1,149. In the case of 501 marriages the future residence was in England and Wales,
231 in Northern Ireland, 53 in Scotland, 108 in other parts of Europe, 126 in the United States of
America, 23 in Canada, 30 in Australia and New Zealand and 77 elsewhere.
The age distributions and average ages of the grooms and brides going to the various countries are
shown in TABLES 56 and 57 respectively. It will be seen that the average age of the men and women
marrying and then going abroad was somewhat above the level of that for all marriages in the
State. The marriages of persons going abroad are shown classified by socio-economic groups of
groom and bride in TABLES 58 and 59 respectively. By comparing TABLES 50 and 58 it is possible
to examine the proportions of men marrying in each socio-economic group who intended to reside
outside the country, and it is found that this proportion varied considerably between the different
groups. Table VIII contains the results obtained.
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TABLE VIII
PERCENTAGE OF MEN MARRYING IN EACH SOCIO-ECONOMIC GROUP WHOSE INTENDED
FUTURE RESIDENCE WAS OUTSIDE THE STATE IN 1983 AND 1984.

Percentage with intended future
residence outside the State
i
Socio-economic group of groom 1983 E 1984
1
PER CENT
i
Farmers, relatives assisting and farm !
managers 1 : 2
t
Other agricultural occupations and ! H
fishermen ! 3 ! 2
] i
i 1
Higher professionals 5 18 s 20
i 1
Lower professionals | 9 ! 10
1 ]
1 )
Employers and managers 5 8 E 10
1 b
Salaried employees 5 5 i 9
1 H
Intermediate non-manual workers ! 4 i 5
(]
H ll
Other non-manual workers ! y ' 5
] 1
i 1
Skilled manual workers ! H 6
] !
1 )
Other manual workers ! 3 i 3
I
i i
] 1
1 1
TOTAL ALL GROUPS COMBINED i 5 - i 6
H H

A classification of marriages of persons going abroad by form of marriage ceremony, is made in
TABLE 60. With the aid of this Table it may be calculated that in 1984 in the case of Catholic
marriages the percentage with intended future residence outside the State was 6 per cent,
compared to 5 per cent in 1983 . The corresponding figures for all other marriages were 13
per cent in 1984 and 10 per cent in 1983.

Finally, in TABLES 61 and 62,the marriages in the case of which the intended future residence was
outside the State are shown classified by area of residence before marriage of groom and bride. The
proportions which these marriages represent of the total when classified according to area of
residence of groom are shown in Table IX.

TABLE IX
PERCENTAGE OF MARRIAGES IN 1983 AND 1984 IN THE CASE OF WHICH THE INTENDED FUTURE
RESIDENCE WAS OUTSIDE THE STATE, CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO AREA OF RESIDENCE OF
GROOM BEFORE MARRIAGE,

Percentage with intended
future residence outside

1
i
Area of residence of groom before marriage !
! the State
!
T
1
1
H

T
H
1983 ' 1984
!
Per cent
T
1
!
Dublin County Borough and Dun Laoghaire i 2 ! 2
1 ]
| |
Remainder of Leinster i 1 H 2
Munster 1 1
Connacht | 2 2
|
Ulster (part of) 2 3
Outside the State H 88 85
t
|
S
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BIRTHS

The number of births occurring during the year 1984 was 64,062, comprised of 33,222 males and
30,840 females. The corresponding figures for 1983 were 67,117, 34,642 and 32,475 respectively.
The birth rate in 1984 was 18.2 per 1,000 population, compared with '19.2 in 1983,

TABLE X
NUMBER OF BIRTHS IN IRELAND* AND BIRTH RATES PER 1,000 POPULATION IN IRELAND AND
NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES, 1941 TO 1984,

! Birth rate per 1,000 population
Period 3 Numbers of births |}
(in thousands) ] i
Ireland® Ireland* Northern Ireland England and Wales iScotland
i
T
19411950+ 65.0 | 2.9 | 22,4 16.9 ? 18.8
1951-1960+ | 61.7 ; 21.2 ; 21.3 15.8 i .18.5
1961-1970+ }f 62.4 ; 21.7 ; 22.4 ; 17.5 § 18.8
1971 67.6 ; 22.7 20.7 16.0 ; 16.6
1972 | 68.5 g 22.7 19.4 14.8 ; 15.1
1973 ; 68.7 ; 22.4 18.9 13.7 ; 14.3
1974 g 68.9 ; 22.1 ) 17.6 ; 13.0 E 13.4
1975 I! 67.2 ; 21.2 17.0 ; 12.3 ; 13.1
1976 {! 67.7 ; 21.0 } 17.1 ; 11.9 ; 12.5
1977 ! 68.9 ; 21.1 ; 16.5 ; 11.6 g 12.0
T 1978 70.3 E 21.2 17.1 E 12.1 12.4
1 }
1979 72.5 E 21.5 18.3 !l 13.0 13.2
1 1
1980 T4, 1 ! 21.8 | 18.5 ! 13.3 , 13.4
i 1 1
1981 72.2 ; 21.0 E 17.8 E 12.8 13.4
1 1 !
1982 | 70.8 ; 20.4 . ; 17.6 ; 12.6 12.8
1983 ; 67.1 ; 19.2 ; 17.7 § 12.7 ; 12.6
1984 g 64,1 =: 18.2 i 17.9 i 12.8 ; 12.7

]
¥*Exclusive of Northern Ireland +Average annual number of births and birth
rates for decennial periods 1941-1970.

CLASSIFICATION BY AGE AT MATERNITY, PARITY AND DURATION OF MARRIAGE

TABLE 42 shows the total number of births which occurred in 1984 classified by age of mother at
maternity and number of previous liveborn children. The number of births in the case of which the
mother's age was not stated was 747 or 1.2 per cent of the total. In 1983 the corresponding figure
was 884 or 1.3 per cent of the total. The results contained in TABLE 42 are summarised in Table XI.

TABLE XI
BIRTHS OCCURRING IN 1984 CLASSIFIED BY AGE OF MOTHER AT MATERNITY AND NUMBER OF
PREVIOUS CHILDREN.

Number of previous children

Not
Age at maternity . i i 1 i 1 i 1 stated

! Total! o 11 }o2 1 3 ! 4 } 5-9 1} 10-14 115 and

over
Under 20 years ! 2,887! 2,u465] 372} 43 y 1 - - - 2
20-24 years | 13,280} 6,875 4,250} 1,555 451 77 36 - - 36
25-29 ! | 20,546} 6,345! 6,788} u,211} 1,922 711 457 y - 108
30-34 ¢ : 16,2361 2,350 3,602} 4,197! 3,045} 1,579} 1,309 | 34 - 120
35-39 ! 8,304 587 910} 1,496 1,752) 1,419! 1,986 | 111 4 | 39
4o-4y v . 1,918 84 112 206 311 332 753 109 2 9
45 years and over 144 2 -7 17 11 20 69 13 2 3
Not stated TU7 240 131 91 67 32 55 2 - 129
Total ! 6u,062|18,9u8 16,172!11,816I 7,563I u,171l 4,665 5 273 | 8 | 446

§ 1 ] } I I ]

In preparing this table the procedure in the case of multiple births was to count each child as
an individual birth. For instance if a fifth pregnancy produced twins, the children would be
classified as a fifth and sixth child in parity order.
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Between the mid 1960's and the mid 1970's there was a trend towards the younger age groups in the
distribution of births according to the age of mother at maternity and by 1975 mothers under 30 years
accounted for 61.7 per cent of births. Subsequently the proportion declined fairly steadily to reach.
58.0 per cent in 1983 while it stablised in 1984 where mothers aged under 30 years at maternity
accounted for 58.1 per cent of births. The corresponding figures for England and Wales and Scotland
for 1984 were 72.9 per cent and 76.4 ‘per cent respectively.

. TABLE XII
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF BIRTHS ACCORDING TO AGE OF MOTHER AT MATERNITY IN IRELAND*
IN 1983 AND 1984 AND IN ENGLAND AND WALES AND SCOTLAND IN 1984

1 T T
o b i 1
! Ireland* ! . H
) England and Wales | Scotland
Age at maternity i ! .
1983 ! 1984 1 1984 1984
1 ]
o 1 1
PER CENT
i i
Under 20 years 4.5 i 4.6 § 8.6 9.6
1 i
1 ]
20-24 years . 21.3 ! 21.0 i 30.1 E 31.8
]
] 1 t
25-29 " 1 32,2 | 32.5 ! 34.2 35.0
i 1] 1
] 1 i
30-34 " I 25.6 i 25.6 | 19.3 17.2
] i ] ]
] ] ] I
35-39 " V12,9 | 13.1 H 6.7 i 5.4
I 1 ]
] 1 ] 1
40-44 " ! 3.2 3.0 1.0 0.8
45 years and over 0.2 0.2 0.0 0.0
TOTAL 100.- 100.- 1 100.~ 100.-
Average age at maternity 29.1 29.1 26.9 25.9
1 1
]

]
* Exclusive of Northern Ireland.

The difference between this country and England and Wales and Scotland shown'in Table XII is due
to the fact that women in Ireland (a) marry at a later age and (b) have on average more children,
as may be seen from Table XV. Table XIII shows the percentage distribution of legitimate first
births,

TABLE XIII
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF LEGITIMATE FIRST BIRTHS ACCORDING TO AGE OF MOTHER AT MATERNITY
IN IRELAND* IN 1983 AND 1984 AND IN ENGLAND AND WALES AND SCOTLAND IN 1984.

T
1

T T
] 1
Ireland* ! |
! England and Wales | Scotland
Age at maternity 1 | !
1983 i 1984 ; 1984 i 1984
t ] i
PER CENT
I : :
Under 20 years 6.5 ! 5.6 [ 8.0 ! 10.7
1 I ]
1 1 t
20-24 years 1 37.1 ! 35.4 H 38.3 H 41.6
] ] [] 1
1 b [ 1
25~29 " 1 39.0 ! 40.2 ! 36.7 | 35.5
i 1 i ]
] ] ] I
30-34 " 1 13.4 ! 14.7 ! 13.4 E 9.9
] 1 ]
1 i ] 1
35-39 " | 3.4 | 3.6 | 3.2 | 2,0
o i i | i
40-44 " | 0.5 ' 0.5 | 0.3 } 0.2
[ ] [] []
1 ] ] 1
45 years and over 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TOTAL 100.- 100.~ 100.- 100.-
Average age at maternity 26.1 | 26.4 E 25.8 24.6
[]

] I
* Exclusive of Northern Ireland.
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Fertility rates in Ireland and in England and Wales in 1984 are compared in Table XIV.

TABLE XIV

BIRTHS PER 1,000 WOMEN IN EACH AGE GROUP, IRELAND* AND ENGLAND AND WALES, 1984.

) Legitimate and | Legitimate births per i Illegitimate births per
Age of mother illegitimate births | 1,000 married women : 1,000 single, widowed
per 1,000 women and divorced women
i England England i England
Ireland* | and Wales Ireland* and Wales Ireland* | and Wales
1 []
| —
15-19 years 18.0 27.6 668.8 336.6 11.3 ' 17.4
]
: i
20-24 " 93.9 95.5 333.1 H 206.9 19.5 | 32,1
: : : : :
! ! ~ : , !
25-29 ¢ 159.6 126.2 231.0 H 164.5 16.4 ! 39.1
| |
30-34 " E 135.9 73.6 160.7 ! 84.4 17.1 i 30.4
]
| i i
35-39 " | 78.0 i 23.6 ! 87.5 ! 25,2 H 10.8 H 15.4
i : i ’ : i i
: : : : ! : :
40-44 " ! 21.5 ! 4.5 1 24.9 ! 4.6 1 1.7 i 3.8
i ! | i ] i
: ! ! : : :
45-49 " ' 1.9 i 0.4 1 2.2 ' 0.4 i 0.2 H 0.2
; | 1 ! | ]
1 1] t ] 1 1
' 1 ] ] 1 ]
] 1 1 I ) [}
1 1 1 L i 1
' i i | : i
Total 15-49 years | 77.9 i 52.9 E 130.0 i 72.9 i 13,9 i 22.9
1 1 1 i ] i
*Exclusive of Northern Ireland; rates are based on the 1984 estimated population.

In each age group the number of legitimate births per 1,000 married women was considerably
higher in Ireland than in England and Wales. In the 15-19 year group the Irish rate in 1984
was 99 per cent above that in England and Wales, in the 20-24 year group 61 per cent greater,
while the excess in the Irish rate rose steadily with increasing age. The number of illegitimate
births per 1,000 single, widowed and divorced women was appreciably lower at all ages in Ireland
than in England and Wales with the exception of the 45-49 year age group where the proportions were
the same. On account of the much higher proportion of women married at the younger ages in England
and Wales the fertility rates for all women combined were higher in England and Wales than in
Ireland in the 15-19 and 20424 year groups but at the later ages the Irish rate was considerably
higher.

The total number of illegitimate births was 5,116 being 564 more than in 1983. This was equiv-
alent to an annual rate of 13.9 per 1,000 unmarried females aged 15-49 years and was 8.0 per cent
of total births. The number of illegitimate births has shown an increase every year since 1959
when the lowest ever number was recorded.
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The percentage distribution of births according to the number of previous children in 1983
and 1984 is shown in Table XV and a comparison made with the corresponding distributions in
England and Wales and Scotland in 1984,

TABLE XV
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF BIRTHS ACCORDING TO NUMBER OF PREVIOUS CHILDREN IN IRELAND*
IN 1983 AND 1984 AND IN ENGLAND AND WALES AND SCOTLAND IN 1984.

T T
i ]
Ireland* ! |
Number of ! England and Wales | Scotland +
previous children i ! H
1983 ' 1984 ! 1984 | 1984
i i ’ i
PER CENT
! : :
0 28.7 ! 29.8 H 40.0 | 40.9
i 1 (] 1
i 1 I Ll
1 ! 25.3 | 25.4 ' 36.7 ! 37.2
i 1 1 t
] ] 1 ]
2 ! 18.8 i 18.6 | 15.3 15.2
1] [ 1
1 ] N
3 L 12,5 P11 5.1 4.6
1 ] i
1 1 ]
4 1 6.8 1 6.6 ' 1.7 ! 1.3
] 1 1 ]
i 1 1 1
5 to 9 H 7.5 ' 7.3 | 1.2 0.8
] 1 1
[ 1 1
10 to 14 ' 0.5 | 0.4 ! 0.0 )
] i i ) 0.0
15 and over | 0.0 ! 0.0 H 0.0 )
: : f
] i i
TOTAL | 100.~ ! 100.- | 100.~ | 100.-
1 1 1
1 ] i []
* Exclusive of Northern Ireland. + Legitimate births

The difference between the years 1983 and 1984 in respect of the percentage distribution
according to number of previous children was slight. The percentage of women with large families
was considerably higher in Ireland than in England and Wales or Scotland. In Ireland in 1984,
7.7 per cent of the mothers had 5 or more previous children, the corresponding percentages
being only 1.2 in England and Wales and 0.8 in Scotland.

MULTIPLE BIRTHS

The number of maternities in 1984 which resulted in multiple live births was 692 consisting
of 690 sets of twins, and 2 sets of triplets. This is equivalent to a "twinning rate"
(number of live twins per 1,000 maternities which resulted in live births) of 10.9. Table XVI
summarises the number of multiple births and the "twinning rate" for the years 1975 to 1984.

TABLE XVI
NUMBER OF MULTIPLE BIRTHS AND THE NUMBER OF TWINS PER 1,000 MATERNITIES, 1975 - 1984,

i ! Maternities ! ! ! ! Twinning

Year ! Live births | which resulted | Twins ! Triplets | Quadruplets | rate
! ! in live issue | H ! !
I ] 1 ] 1] (]
J i (] 1 (] )
T [] [] T H T
] ] t ] 1 t
[] 1 1 [] 1 []
] 1 1 ] 1 ]
] ] 1 t 1 [
] ] ] t i ]
i i ! i | |

1975 E 67,178 ! 66,379 | 785 1 7 ! - ! 11.8

] ] 1 ] 1

i ] ] 1 I 1

1976 ' 67,718 ! 66,933 i 777 } 4 i - V' 11.6
] ] ] 1 1 1
1 1 t ] 1 ]

1977 { 68,892 ! 68,072 ! 800 | 10 ! - ! 11.8
1 ] 1 ] i ]
1 ] ] b ] ]

1978 ! 70,299 69,450 | 816 | 15 1 11.7
1] ] i
1 ] i

1979 ! 72,539 71,793 | 734 ! 6 - 10.2
1 ] ] 1 1
] I ] i 1

1980 1 74,064 ! 73,271 H 769 | 12 ! - 1 10.5
] ] [] ] ) 1
1 ] ] 1 i i

1981 H 72,158 71,425 | 719 ! 7 - 10.1
] 1 []
[l 1 []

1982 ! 70,843 70,055 ! 770 ! 9 - 11.0
] 1 I
[} 1 t

1983 E 67,117 66,352 | 741 ' 12 ! - 11.2

1 [] )

] 1 ] 1

1984 ! 64,062 H 63,368 ' 690 ' 2 : - . 10.9
! ' i S
A i i
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DEATHS

The number of deaths occurring during the year 1984 was 32,076 of which 17,485 were those of
males and 14,591 were those of females equivalent to a rate of 9.10 deaths per 1,000 total
population compared with 9.40 in the previous year, and 9.32 in 1982. ~

In Table 9 are shown the annual average death rates, by age group, for decennial periods from
1864 to 1970 and the death rates for each year 1971 to 1984,

While the crude death rate per 1,000 population has shown a gradual downward trend since the
beginning of the century, striking falls occurred in the death rates at the younger ages.

Table XVII compares the death rates in the years 1941-1984 with those in Northern Ireland,
England and Wales and Scotland. The death rate in this country in 1984 was lower than in England
and Wales and Scotland. Over the period covered in the table the decrease in this country has been
greater than that in any of the other areas.

Attention should be drawn to the fact that these comparisons are based on crude death rates,
which are to some extent affected by differences in the age-sex structures of the population in
the different countries, while comparisons over a period of years are also affected by changes in
the age-sex structures of the population.

TABLE XVII
DEATH RATES PER 1,000 POPULATION IN IRELAND* AND NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES, 1941 TO 1984.

Number of Death rate per 1,000 population

' ]

| i

Period ! deaths(000's) |

| Ireland* ! Ireland* Northern Ireland | England and Wales Scotland
Ji | |
1941-1950+ 5 41.5 ) 14.0 i ~12.6 | 12.3 ! 13.2
1951-1960+ ? 35.4 12,2 11.0 11.6 ' 12.0
1961-1970+ E 33.5 11.7 110.7 11.8 12.1
1971 é 31.9 E 10.7 10.5 E 11.6 E 11.8
1972 ? 34.4 E 11.4 11.0 E 12.1 i 12.5
1973 E 34.2 11.1 11.4 12.0 12.4
1974 ? 34.9 11.2 11.2 11.9 12.4
1975 é 33.2 10.4 10.7 11.9 12.1
1976 ? 34.0 i 10.6 E 11.1 i 12.2 12.5
1977 E 33.6 ; 10.3 ' 11.1 ‘ 11.7 12.0
1978 ? 33.8 10.2 10.5 11.9 12.6
1979 ? 33.8 E 10.0 i 10.9 i 12.1 E 12.7
1980 g 33.5 ! 9.8 ' 10.9 I 11.8 I 12.3
1981 é 32.9 9.6 10.4 . 11.6 | 12.4
1982 } 32.5 9.3 10.4 i 11.7 i 12.6
1983 } 33.0 .! 9.4 i 10.4 i 11.7 i 12.3
1984 i 32.1 i 9.1 é 10.1 E 11.4 ? 12.1
] i i 1 i

*Exclusive of Northern Ireland
+Average annual number of deaths and death rates for decennial periods from 1941-1970

COMPARISON BETWEEN COUNTIES

A difficulty arises when comparisons are made between the death rates in different regions of
the country, due to the fact that the age distribution of the population varies considerably from
one county to another. Thus, if a particular county contains a large proportion of elderly persons
the crude death rate per 1,000 population will be relatively high even if the health conditions in
that county are better than the general average. To overcome this difficulty standardised rates are
prepared. For a particular county this is done by calculating the death rate in each age group of
the population in that county and then multiplying the death rate in each age group by the
population in the whole country in that age group and summing the resulting products. This sum is
then divided by the total population in the country at all ages to decide the standardised rate for
the county.

In certain areas the standardised death rates differ appreciably from the crude rates, the
extremes being in Dublin County Remainder which had a crude death rate of 4.37 and a standardised
rate of 8.62 reflecting the very young age structure in Dublin County and in Leitrim where stand-
ardisation has the effect of lowering the death rate from 15.67 to 10.21 because of the comparativ-
ely old age structure in that county. The standardised rates in 1984 were lowest in Waterford County
and highest in Limerick County Borough.
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TABLE XVIII

CRUDE AND STANDARDISED DEATH RATES IN EACH COUNTY AND COUNTY BOROUGH IN 1984.

Rates per 1,000 Population
:
Area Crude ! Standardised
1984 1984
TOTAL 9.09 ’ 9.09
Carlow 9.73 H 10.04
Dublin County Borough ! 9.66 ' 9,25
Dun Laoghaire Borough ! 11.94 ' ) 9.43
Dublin County (Remainder) 4,37 8.62
Kildare 6.49 9.56
Kilkenny . 9.15 ©9.00
Laois ] 8.58 ! 8.32
Longford ! 11.93 | 10.45
Louth ' 8.18 ! 9.31
Meath 7.22 8.63
Offaly 8.86 8,98
Westmeath 10.29 10.29
Wexford ! 9.92 9.38
Wicklow 8.04 8.73
LEINSTER 7.95 9.06
]
=I
i
Clare I 10.20 ! 8.95
Cork County Borough ! 9.06 ! 9.57
Cork County ! 9.79 ! 9.20
Kerry 11.26 ‘ 9.25
Limerick County Borough 9.39 10.73
Limerick County 9.79 9.94
Tipperary N.R. ! 10.42 9.32
Tipperary S.R. | 9.92 9.33
Waterford County Borough H 8.00 9.13
Waterford County H 8.85 8.30
MUNSTER 9.82 9.34
: :
Galway | 9.61 ! 8.46
Leitrim ! 15.67 H 10.21
Mayo : 11.98 : 8.62
Roscommon i 11.73 1 8.49
Sligo | 11.46 9,07
E
1
i
CONNACHT H 11.15 8.73
1
. E .
i .
Cavan ! 11.90 ! 9,62
Donegal ! 10.85 ' 8.66
Monaghan ' 10.78 9.55
E
]
:
ULSTER (part of) | 11.08 9.06
(]
]
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Causes of Death

The Ninth Revision of the International Classification of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of Death
(I1.C.D.9) as recommended by the World Health Organisation came into operation on the 1lst of January
1979. This replaced the Eighth Revision(I.C.D.8) which was used from 1968 to 1978. The Ninth
Revision was used for the first time in classifying deaths by causes in the 1979 Report. To
facilitate linkage with previous years all deaths in 1979 were, in addition, coded according to the
Eighth Revision of the International Classification of Diseases., A cross—-classification of deaths
occurring in 1979 by the Eighth and Ninth Revision is contained in Tables 60-63 of the 1979 Report.

As the Ninth Revision imposes certain changes in interpretation of recorded medical opinion
regarding the underlying cause of death when more than one disease is mentioned on the medical
certificate of Cause of Death, care should be taken in comparing deaths coded according to the
Ninth Revision with those for previous years.

Injury and Poisoning:-
This category now forms part of the main body of classification and deaths coded accordingly are
shown in Table 19.

External Causes of Death:- .

The role of the E-code has changed. In the Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Revisions the E-code was
considered as part of the main classification. In the Ninth Revision the E~code is treated as a
supplementary classification to be used where relevant in conjunction with codes from any part of
the main classification. :

TABLE XIX

AVERAGE ANNUAL NUMBER OF DEATHS AND DEATH RATES FROM SOME OF THE PRINCIPAL CAUSES

IN EACH PERIOD 1960-62,1965-67,1970-72,1975-77,1983 AND 1984.
B T T T T

T T
] 1 1 1 1 ] t
I.L. Nos. | 11960~62)1965-67}1970-7211975-77} 1983 | 1984
9th Revision ! Cause of death ! H 1 ! ! H
i i
i ! dverage annual number
: i o | i j i
010-018,137 ! Tuberculosis ! 438 | 309 | 196 | 169 ) 109 |} 103
1] ] i i ) 1 )
1 1 t 1 i ] 1
Rem. 001-139 ! Other infectious and parasitic ! H i : 1 ]
| diseases ) 193 |} 188 | 147 | 127 | 134 | 117
1 ] 1 s 1 [} 1
1 ] i 1 ) 1 ]
140-208 ! Cancer 14,789 | 5,094 |} 5,637 | 6,167 | 6,471 | 6,666
1] 1 1 ] 3 t 1
i 1 ) 1 1 1 )
393-398,410-429 | Ischaemic and other forms of heart) | H } ! |
| disease {11,537 }11,273 {10,581 }11,319 11,503 }11,177
i t . 1 1 t [l 1
1 1 ] ] 1 ] )
Rem. 390-459 ! Other diseases of the circulatory | ! i ' | i
| system ! 5,557 { 5,892 | 6,428 } 5,974 | 5,057 | 4,740
) t 1 ) 1 ] )
! ] 1 i i) 1 1
487 ! Influenza ! 554 | 397 | 351 | 219 | 56 | 24
1 t 1 ] 1 1 t
1 1 1 i 1] 1 1
Rem. 460-519 | Other diseases of the respiratory | ! | | | !
| system 1 2,773 ) 3,232 | 4,065 | 3,920 | 4,412 | 4,061
E ) ] 1 t 1 ]
1 1 ! ] ] 1 i
797 | Senility 11,755 | 1,092 | 500 | 297 39 | 39
i 1 s 1 1 ] ]
[} 1 ] ] ] i [}
Rem, 001-799 ! Other Diseases ! 5,160 | 4,551 | 3,889 | 3,772 | 3,615 | 3,723
1 1 ) 1 [} 1 1
t ] [ 1 i ] i
800-999 ! Injury and Poisoning | 998 | 1,151 | 1,525 | 1,652 | 1,580 | 1,426
1 1 ] ) ] ] 1
1 1 [} 1 H ] 1
] ALL CAUSES 133,754 133,179 33,319 33,616 !32,976 132,076
1 1 1 ) 1 1 [
b [l 1 ] [} 1 [}
H ! Average annual rates
! i per 100,000 population
) ] [ ) t [] 1
1 ] t 1 ] 1 i
010-018,137 { Tuberculosis N | 15.5} 10.71 6.6 5.2 3.11 2.9
i 1 1 1 1 ) 1
1 ] 1 ] 1 1 )
Rem. 001-139 | Other infectious and parasitic H ! ! ! ! '
{ diseases ' 6.8 6.5 4.9 3.9} 3.8) 3.3
! ] 1 ] 1 1 1
1 ' (] ] ) 1 )
140-208 | Cancer i 169.4) 176.5) 188.9} 191.2| 184.5f 188.9
1 ] ) t ] 1 1
1 1 ] 1 ] ] ]
393-398,410~429 | Ischaemic and other forms of heart) ' H ' | H
| disease 1 408.1} 390.5) 354.6) 350.9! 327.9! 316.7
1 ] 1 1 ] ] 1
1 1 1 ! 1 1 t
Rem, 390-459 | Other diseases of the circulatory | ! | : H |
| system 1 196.6! 204.1) 215.4} 185.2) 144,2) 134.3
1 1 [] 1 1 [] ]
1 1 t 1] i 1 ]
487 | Influenza | 19.6} 13.8) 11.8} 6.8] 1.6} 0.7
] 1 ) [] 1 ] ]
1 1 ) i 1] 1 1
Rem. 460-519 | Other diseases of the respiratory | ! ! H ! 1
| system ' 98.1% 112.0} 136.2) 121.5} 125.8! 115.1
i t 1 1 1 ] [}
1 1 ) ) ] ) ]
797 | Senility | 62.1] 37.8) 16.8) 9.2} 1.11 1.1
) ] 1 1 3 i 1
] 1 1 i 1 1 4
Rem. 001-799 E Other Diseases i 182.5) 157.7} 130.3) 116.9} 103.1) 105.5
1 1 1 ] ] 1
i) 1 ] ] 1 1 ]
800-999 | Injury and Poisoning | 35.31 39.91 51.1} 51.2} 45.0} 40.4
i [} 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 ] !
! ALL CAUSES 1,194.,111,149.471,116.6,1,042.1] 940.0; 908.9
[] ] 1 [} 1 ]
[l [} t I 1 I

In Tqble XIX the number of deaths in the various disease groups in the years prior to 1979 have
been adjusted on an approximate basis for previous periods, to conform to the structure of the
groups under the 9th Revision of the International Classification of Diseases.
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TABLE XX - AGE-SEX SPECIFIC DEATH RATES FOR THE PRINCIPAL
DEATH RATES PER 100,000 CORRESPONDING POPULATION
MORTAL~- CAUSE OF DEATH
ITY ALL AGES 0-4 5-14 15-24 25-34
LIST
NO
* M F M F M F M F M P
ALL CAUSES 988.5( 829.0| 235.7| 175.3] 31.4 19.7 88.7| 38.8| 102.8( 46.3
01-07 |[INFECTIOUS AND PARASITIC [
DISEASES 7.1 5.4 5.0 4.1 0.8 0.3 1.6 0.3 1.6 -
01 INTESTINAL INFECTIOUS
DISEASES 0.2 0.4 0.6 1.2 0.3 - - - 0.4 -
02 TUBERCOLOSIS 2.9 1.6 - - - - - - - -
034 WHOOPING COUGH - - - - - - - - - -
036 MENINGOCOCCAL INFECTION 0.2 0.3 0.6 1.8 0.3 0.3 0.3 - - - -
037 TETANUS - - - - - - - - - -
038 SEPTICAEMIA 1.5 1.8 1.7 0.6 - - 0.6 - - -
041 SMALLPOX - - - - - - - - - -
042 MEASLES 0.3 2.2 - 0.3 - - - -
052 MALARIA - - - - - - -
OTHER INFECTIOUS AND
PARASITIC DISEASES 2.0 1.3 - 0.6 - - 0.6 0.3 1.2 -
08-14 |MALIGNANT NEOPLASMS:- 202.9 174.8 6. 5.3 2. 4.4 11.4 5.6 12.4| 18.5
091 OF STOMACH 17.1 12,2 - - - - 0.3 - - 0.4
093 COLON 16.7 21.2 - - - - 0.3 - 0.8 1.6
094 RECTUM, RECTOSIGMOID
JUNCTION AND ANUS 8.3 4.7 - - - - - - - 0.4
101 TRACHEA, BRONCHUS AND LUNG 62.0 25.3 - - - - 0.6 - 0.4 0.4
113 FEMALE BREAST - 31.5 - - - - - 0.3 - 2.0
120 CERVIX UTERI - 3.1 - - - - - - - 2.4
141 LEUKAEMIA * 6.4 6.4 3.3 2.3 1.1 1.5 2.2 1.3 1.6 4.0
OTHER MALIGNANT NEOPLASMS 92.4 70.4 2.8 2.9 1.7 2,9 7.9 4.0 9.6 7.3
181 |DIABETES MELLITUS 7.4 8.9 - - - - - - 0.4 0.8
191 |NUTRITIONAL MARASMUS - - - - - - - - - -
192 |OTHER PROTEIN-CALORIE
MALNUTRITION 0.2 0.2 - - - - - - -
200 |ANAEMIAS - 1.6 2.0 - 0.6 - - - - 0.4 0.8
220 |MENINGITIS 0.6 0.2 3.9 - 0.3 0.3 - - -
25-30 |DISEASES OF THE CIRCULATORY
SYSTEM 489.6( 412.3 0.6 1.8 2.0 0.6 3.2 1.7} 12.0 6.4
250 ACUTE RHEUMATIC FEVER - - - - - - - - -
251 CHRONIC RHEUMATIC HEART
DISEASE 1.9 3.1 - - - - - - 0.4 -
26 HYPERTENSIVE DISEASE 6.6 8.6 - - - - - 0.3 - 0.4
27 ISCHAEMIC HEART DISEASE 298.9( 183.8 - - - 0.3 - 5.2 0.4
270 (ACUTE MYOCARDIAL
INFARCTION) 242.4| 140.6 - - - - 0.3 - 4.8 0.4
29 CEREBROVASCULAR DISEASE 87.2| 108.5 - 0.6 1.7 0.6 1.0 1.0 3.6 2.8
300 ATHEROSCLEROSIS 12.0 17.6 - - - - - - -
OTHER DISEASES OF THE
CIRCULATORY SYSTEM 82.9 90.7 0.6 1.2 0.3 - 1.9 0.3 2.8 2.8
321 |PNEUMONIA 53.5 60.6 5.0 2.9 - 1.0 1.0 2.0 1.6
322 INFLUENZA 0.6 0.8 - - - - - - - -
323 |BRONCHITIS, EMPHYSEMA AND
’ ASTHMA 27.8 16.6 0.6 - 0.8 0.3 2,2 2,0 1.2 0.4
341 |ULCER OF STOMACH AND X
DUODENUM 7.0 6.2 - - 0.3 - - - - -
342 |APPENDICITIS 0.2 0.1 - - - - - - - -
347 |CHRONIC LIVER DISEASE AND
CIRRHOSIS 3.4 2.3 - - - - - - 0.4 0.4
350 |[NEPHRITIS, NEPHROTIC
SYNDROME AND NEPHROSIS 10.6 12.8 - - - - 0.3 0.3 1.2 0.4
360 |HYPERPLASIA OF PROSTATE 1.7 - - - - - - - - -
38 |ABORTION - - - - - - - - - -
39 |DIRECT OBSTETRIC DEATHS - 0.2 - - - - - 0.3 - 0.4
44 |CONGENITAL ANOMALIES 7.3 6.6] 55.7| 59.6 3.1 2.1 1.6 0.7 1.6 0.4
45 |CERTAIN CONDITIONS
ORIGINATING IN THE
PERINATAL PERIOD+ 8.5. 5.5| 82.8| 56.1 - - - - - -
453 (BIRTH TRAUMA) 0.5 0.1 4,4 1.2 - - - - - -
46 |SIGNS, SYMPTOMS AND ILL-
DEFINED CONDITIONS 6.5 5.6| 44.2} 24.5 - 0.3 - - 0.4 -
47-56 | INJURY AND POISONING 54.8 26,0 18.2] 12.3| 16.5 5.3/ 60.7f 22.9| 59.0| 12.5
47 FRACTURES 12.2 10.1 5.5 4.1 3.1 2,1 11.4 . 8.8 1.6
49 INTRACRANIAL AND INTERNAL ®
INJURIES INC. NERVES 18.7 6.0 5.0 2.3 6.4 2.1 31.8| 10.3] 17.1 4.0
52 BURNS 1.7 1.0 0.6 1,2 0.8 - 0.3 - 0.4 -
53 POISONING AND TOXIC
EFFECTS 5.1 3.6 1.7 2.3 1.1 0.6 2.9 3.3 6.8 2.4
OTHER INJURIES AND .
POISONING 17.1 5.2 5.5 2.3 5.0 0.6 14.3 3.3 25.9 4.4
ALL OTHER DISEASES 97.5 81.9| 13.8 8.2 4.8 6.2 6.7 4,0 10.4 3.6
EXTERNAL CAUSES
(INCLUDED IN THE FOREGOING)
E47-E53| ACCIDENTS AND ADVERSE
EFFECTS 42.2 21.0| 18.2| 11.7{ 15.7 5.0f 50.5| 19.6f 36.7 8.1
E471 MOTOR VEHICLE TRAFFIC
ACCIDENTS 20.0 8.4 8.3 4.1 7.0 3.8| 39.7| 14.9| 13.9 4.8
E50 ACCIDENTAL FALLS 6.5 7.5 1.1 0.6 0.3 - 0.3 1.0 6.0 0.4
E54 SUICIDE 9.3 3.9 - - 0.3 0.3 7.9 3.3 14.7 3.2
ES5 | HOMICIDE 0.9 0.3 - 0.6 - - 1.0 - 2.4 0.4
ALL OTHER EXTERNAL CAUSES 2.6 1.2 - 0.6 - 1.3 - 5.6 0.8

+ LATE FETAL DEATHS NOT INCLUDED * SEE BEGINNING OF TABLE 20 FOR CORRESPONDING I.C.D. LIST NUMBERS
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CAUSES OF DEATH (I.C.D. 9TH REVISION) IN 1984

DEATH RATES PER 100,000 CORRESPONDING POPULATION
MORTAL-
35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75-84 85 AND OVER ITY
- LIST
NO
M F M F M F M F M F M F *
191.7{ 118.1 610.5 389.5(1,863.5/1,025.4(4,642.3|2,698.4(11,522.8{ 7,648.0|25,697.4(20,636.9
1.0 0.5 2.6 1.3 7.2 10.3 30.3 22.2 93.3 44.0 144.7 70.1) 01-07
- 0.5 - - - - 1.6 - 3.0 - 01
0.5 - 0.6 0. 3.6 5.5 19.6 8.7 36.9 7.6 78.9 19.1 02
- - - - - - - - - - - - 034
- ~ - - - - - - 1.5 - - 036
- - - - - - - - - - - 037
- - - 0.7 1.4 1.4 2.7 4.0 26.0 24.3 65.8 44.6 038
- - - - - - - - - - - - 041
- - - - - - - - - - - - 042
- - - - - - - - - - - - 052
0.5 - 1.9 - 2,2 3.4 8.0 7.9 30.4 7.6 - 6.4
36.9 63.4 168.6 191.8 528.0 398.8(1,139.2 722.2| 2,084.6| 1,217.0f 2,486.8{ 1,808.9; 08-14
2.9 2.0 8.9 8.6 36.6 17.2 108.8 60.3 201.7 109.3 197.4 152.9 091
3.9 5.6 13.4 16.6 44.5 41.2 91.9 73.8 173.5 204.9 236.8 293.0 093
3.4 1.5 2.6 4.0 20.8 5.5 48.2 18.3 86.8 45.5 171.1 70.1 094
7.4 4.1 56.8 24.6 191.1 72.1 383.6 142.1 572.7 144.2 381.6 127.4 101
- 27.1 - 57.7 - 84,4 - 109.5 - 170.0 - 222.9 113
- 2.6 - 2.7 - 8.2 - 11.9 - 18,2 - 6.4 120
2.9 1.5 3.8 2.7 10.8 9.6 29.4 22.2 56.4 42.5 92.1 82.8 141
16.2 18.9 83.0 75.0 224.1 160.6 477.3 284.1 993.5 482.5( 1,407.9 853.5
0.5 1.0 1.3 1.3 18.0 11.7 33.9 40.5 108.5 83.5 184.2 172.0 181
- - - - - - - - - - - - 191
0.5 - - - - - - - 4.3 3.0 - 6.4 192
- - 0.6 1.3 2.2 8.9 5.6 10.8 21.2 118.4 57.3 200
1.3 0.7 - - 1.5 - 6.4 220
69.3 22.0 298.2 105.5 962.6 401.5|2,450.5{1,320.6| 6,112.8| 4,339.9/14,460.5(12,229.3| 25-30
- - - - - - - - - - - - 250
- 0.5 3.2 5.3 5.7 8.9 8.9 12.7 17.4 22.8 26.3 6.4 251
1.5 - 2.6 - 8.6 6.2 30.3 31.0 106.3 98.6 184.2 229.3 26
52.1 5.6 231.8 51.1 734.9 251.9|1,606.6 724.6( 3,316.7| 1,848.3} 5,947.4| 4,127.4 27
41.8 4.6 186.5 38.5 621.4 213.5{1,350.6 596.8| 2,587.9| 1,423.4} 4,276.3| 2,579.6 270
6.4 8.7 36.4 28.5 107.8 81.7 413.0 316.7y 1,318.9} 1,247.3} 3,078.9) 3,165.6 29
- - 1.9 - 5.7 4.1 37.5 19.0 184.4 194.2 973.7 968.2 300
9.3 7.2 22.3 20.6 99.9 48.7 354.1 216.7| 1,169.2 928.7{ 4,250.0( 3,732.5
5.4 1.5 12.8 10.0 38.8 28.1 155.2 120.6 898.0 649.5| 3,368.4| 2,649.7 321
- - - - - - 4.5 0.8 2.2 7.6 52.6 51.0 322
2.5 1.5 6.4 4.6 42.4 20.6 126.7 57.1 423.0 162.4 868.4 414.0 323
1.0 0.5 6.4 2.0 10.8 4.8 36.6 25.4 88.9 59.2 171.1 178.3 341
- 0.5 - - - - - 6.5 1.5 - - 342
3.9 1.5 6.4 3.3 7.9 8,2 17.8 12.7 17.4 6.1 26.3 - 347
0.5 0.5 5.1 2.0 13.6 6.9 44.6 47.6 147.5 122.9 486.8 433.1 350
- - 0.6 - 0.7 - 6.2 - 30.4 - 92.1 - 360
- - - - - - - - - - - - 38
- 1.0 - - - - ~ - - - - - 39
1.0 -) 1.9 0.7 2,2 0.7 0.9 0.8 - 1.5 - 44
- ~- - - - ~ - - - - - - 45
- - - ~ - - - - ~ - - - 453
0.5 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.7 2.7 2.7 5.6 21.7 22.8 236.8 178.3 46
53.6 17.4 54.9 28.5 83.3 28,1 1907.0 43.7 171.4 124.4 368.4 401.3( 47-56
8.4 2.0 7.7 2.7 12.9 2.1 33.0 18.3 78.1 85.0 210.5 331.2 47
17.7 3.6 16.6 7.3 28.0 7.5 33.9 7.9 32.5 16.7 26.3 19.1 49
0.5 - 3.2 1.3 2.2 0.7 4.5 4.0 15.2 7.6 39.5 19.1 52
9.8 5.1 9.6 8.0 5.7 5.5 5.4 5.6 8.7 6.1 65.8 6.4 53
17.2 6.6 17.9 9.3 34.5 12.4 30.3 7.9 36.9¢ 9.1 26.3 25.5
15.2 6.1 42.8 35.8 145.1 103.0;. 477.3 273.0] 1,301.5 780.0y 2,631.6( 1,980.9
37.4 7.2 35.1 17.3 57.5 15.1 85,6 36.5 156.2 124.4 368.4 401.3 |E47-E53
15.2 5.1 13.4 7.3 27.3 8.9 37.5 13.5 45.6 21.2 - 31.8| E471
5.9 - 1.9 2.7 7.9 0.7 19.6 14.3 65.1 81.9 236.8 318.5 E50
11.3 7.7 15.3 8.6 20.8 8.9 19.6 6.3 6.5 - - - ES54
- 0.5 2.6 - - - 1.8 0.8 2.2 1.5 - - E55
4.9 2.6 2.6 2.7 5.0 4.1 1.8 2.4 6.5 1.5 - -
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From Table XIX it can be seen that heart diseases remained the single biggest cause of death.
While the number of deaths due to heart disease has remained relatively unchanged since 1960-62,the
rate per 100,000 population has declined steadily. The number of deaths due to cancer increased by
29 per cent between 1960-62 and 1975-77 and has remained static since then. There was a significant
decline in the number of deaths from influenza since 1960-62, while the number of deaths due to
other respiratory diseases has hardly changed since 1970-72, having registered a 47 per cent
increase in the previous ten years. The significant decline in the number of deaths due to senility
can be attributed to a decrease in the number of uncertified deaths and better certification of the
cause of death.

Of the deaths occurring in 1984, 79 per cent were due to the four main causes, i.e. ischaemic
and other forms of heart disease, malignant neoplasms, cerebrovascular disease and respiratory
diseases. Diseases of the heart were responsible for the highest rates, 367 per 100,000 population
for males and 266 per 100,000 females. Most of these deaths occurred at ages over 55. Malignant
neoplasms were the next major cause, the rates for which were 203 and 175 for males and females
respectively per 100,000 population. The rates for cerebrovascular disease were 87 and 109
respectively for males and females per 100,000 population; as in the case of heart diseases the
greater number of these deaths occurred at ages over 55. The deaths from respiratory diseases were
due mainly to pneumonia and bronchitis. Between the ages 5 to 34 years accidents were the greatest
single cause. :

Some of the principal causes of deaths are considered in greater detail in the following
sections.,

TUBERCULOSIS

In 1984 there were 103 deaths from tuberculosis, of which 68 were caused by the respiratory form
and 35 by other forms of the disease. Between the period 1941-1950 and the year 1984 death rates
from tuberculosis, particularly in the younger age groups, fell to a fraction of their former level.
Of the 103 deaths in 1984, 98 per cent were in the age group 45 and over.

The mortality from tuberculosis in the counties and county boroughs in 1984 is compared in Table
12 of this Report.

TABLE XXI
NUMBER OF DEATHS AND DEATH RATES PER 1,000 POPULATION FROM TUBERCULOSIS OF THE RESPIRATORY
SYSTEM AND FROM ALL OTHER FORMS OF TUBERCULOSIS, 1941 TO 1984.

E Tuberculosis of the Other forms of ; Ratio of male to
respiratory system tuberculosis female mortality
: I :
Period H H Rate per | ! Rate per iTuberculosis| Other forms
! Number ! 1,000 | Number ' 1,000 | respiratory! of
H ! Population | | population ! system iTuberculosis
1941-1950* 2,739 0.92 779 0.26 ' 1.05 1.07
1951-1960%* S 787 E 0.27 E 190 i 0.06 é 1.62 i 1.28
1961-1970* | 304 ! 0.11 I 34 ! 0.01 ! 2.27 I 1.35
1971 165 - 0.06 18 0.01 2.44 A 1.24
1972 E 154 E 0.05 E 29 : 0.01 i 2.58 ' 1.23
1973 } 140 i 0.05 i 33 E 0.01 E 2.89 E 2.30
1974 E 108 i 0.03 : 55 ; 0.02 E 2.27 § 2.06
1975 § 96 0.03 63 0.02 2.43 E 1.86
1976 E 97 0.03 - 68 0.02 1.77 é 1.19
1977 } 99 0.03 83 0.03 2.30 § 1.96
1978 E 124 i 0.04 82 0.02 / 3.28 g 1.48
1979 ; 111 I 0.03 E 71 0.02 I 2.36 E 1.03
1980 E 108 0.03 E 50 0.02 i 2.60 i 1.63
1981 } 74 E 0.02 i 39 E 0.01 E 1.96 g 1.29
1982 3 86 ! 0.05 § 33 | 0.01 l 2.58 E 2.67
1983 ? 67 0.02 E 42 0.01 2.53 i 1.80
1984 i 68 0.02 i 35 i 0.01 i 2.24 § 0.94
i i i i i
H i i i i i
*Average annual number of deaths and death rates for decennial periods from 1941-1970.
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Diagram 3

DEATH RATES (PER 1,000 POPULATION) FROM TUBERCULOSIS
AND CANCER 1955-1984.
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Diagram 4

DEATH RATES FROM LUNG CANCER PER 100,000
POPULATION 1973-1984.
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CANCER

Prior to 1950 under the Fifth Revision of the International List of causes of death, cancer
deaths were those classified under 045-055. With the introduction of the Sixth Revision in 1950
the World Health Organisation recommended that total cancer deaths should be based upon Nos.
140-205(Nos.140-208 in the Ninth Revision) of the International Statistical classification which
now included Hodgkin's disease and leukaemia, but for comparability with the years prior to 1950
the total cancer figure less Hodgkin's disease and leukaemia should also be shown. ’

In 1984 there were 6,666 deaths from cancer (Nos.140 to 208). Of this number 46 deaths were
caused by Hodgkin's disease and 227 by leukaemia and aleukaemia.
Table XXII shows the death rate from cancer in certain age groups in the years 1974 to 1984

TABLE XXII
DEATHS FROM CANCER (Nos.140-208) CLASSIFIED BY SEX AND AGE PER 100,000 POPULATION AT THE
SAME AGES, 1974 TO 1984.

Age group (years)
Year i ' i : !
Under 25 | 25-34 ! 35-44 | 45-54 55-64 65~-74 575 and overi Total
1 1 []
1 1 ] ] ]
Males
]
E : : : : : :
1974 | 6 ! 14 | 62 H 175 464 1,161 | 1,786 1209
1975 8 t 19 ! 48 , 184 487 1,147 |} 1,840 1211
1976 7 H 25 | 51 ! 162 532 1,118 | 2,035 1214
1977 7 H 13 ! 35 ! 152 ! 525 H 1,128 ¢} 1,955 1 206
1978 | 6 ! 21 } 45 | 186 H 473 | 1,081 | 2,074 ! 204
1979 | 4 H 13 H 40 ! 160 ! 492 ! 1,091 |} 1,834 1 192
1980 | 6 | 15 H 43 H 173 ' 498 1,115 |} 1,997 ! 200
1981 | 7 ! 13 H 44 ! 169 ! 491 1,123 | 2,008 1199
1982 | 6 | 17 1 36 ! 161 | 501 1,138 | 1,973 1196
1983 ! 6 ! 12 ! 39 H 178 ! 526 1,125 ! 2,049 1200
1984 ; 7 ! 12 | 37 1 169 \ 528 1,139 | 2,142 E 203
] I ] 1 ]
1 ] 1 ] ] ] ]
! Females
[]
! '. : : : ! - !
1974 | 5 | 18 ! 66 | 207 L4199 | 792 | 1,208 | 186
1975 | 4 : 14 ! 62 | 222 {415 713 | 1,278 ] 183
1976 ! 6 ! 16 : 83 | 186 i 392 | 715 ! 1,222 | 175
1977 | 5 ! 11 ! 57 | 190 ! 388 | 719 ! 1,201 | 170
1978 | 5 ! 19 : 65 | 193 !o413 | 657 | 1,243 | 171
1979 ! 3 ! 12 ! 56 ! 199 !o384 681 | 1,106 | 161
1980 ! 5 ‘ 15 ! 64 | 185 Po414 | 701 | 1,198 ! 169
1981 ! 4 i 12 ! 50 | 189 {385 | 675 | 1,184 | 162
1982 ! 6 : 18 ! 59 | 209 ! 393 | 682 | 1,194 | 167
1983 | 5 : 14 : 51 | 187 Voa17 684 | 1,281 | 169
1984 | 5 : 19 : 63 | 192 {399 722 ! 1,331 ] 175
I 1 1 1 I [ 1 !
1 1 1 i ] [} 1 !

In the years under review the death rates from cancer showed little difference between males and
females in the age groups under 34 years but between the ages 35 and 54 years the female rates were
generally greater than those for males. In 1984 the male death rate for all ages was 16 per cent
above that for females. The trend in the death rates from cancer since 1952 is shown in diagram 3
but it should be noted that for reasons given earlier the figures plotted in this diagram exclude
deaths from Hodgkin's disease, leukaemia and aleukaemia.

TABLE XXIII
DEATHS FROM CANCER (Nos. 140-208) PER 1,000 POPULATION IN IRELAND* AND NEIGHBOURING
COUNTRIES,1974 TO 1984.

T [ T
i ]

T
]
Year | Ireland¥* Northern Ireland England and Wales Scotland

1

E
1974 ! 1.95 1.86 2.47 2,52
1975 H 1.94 1.90 2.49 2,51
1976 H 1.95 1,91 2.55 2.58
1977 H 1.88 ! 2,01 2,55 i 2.54
1978 i 1.88 | 1.94 2.58 i 2,65
1979 ! 1.83 1.92 2.61 2.69
1980 | 1.85 1.94 2.62 ) 2.66
1981 ! 1.81 1.86 2.62 2,71
1982 ! 1.82 | 1.99 2.63 H 2,72
1983 i 1.85 H 2.03 2.68 ! 2.76
1984 ! 1.89 ! 2,12 2,78 ! 2.78

] ' i

1] 1 i

1
*Exclusive of Northern Ireland.

In the period under review the crude rates for England and Wales and Scotland were consistently
higher than those for this country and Northern Ireland.

The death rates from cancer in 1984 in counties and county boroughs are compared in
Table XXIV. Standardised rates, which eliminate the effect of different age distributions in the
different areas are also shown. A map showing standardised death rates by county is given on page
xxi. ’ )
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TABLE XXIV

DEATH RATES (CRUDE AND STANDARDISED) FROM CANCER (Nos. 140-208)

IN EACH COUNTY AND COUNTY BOROUGH IN 1984.

Rates per 1,000 Population

Area ! Crude Sstandardised
1984 1984
TOTAL ! 1.89 : 1.89
1 ]
y g
1 1
) :
Carlow ! 2.01 H 2.15
Dublin County Borough H 2,42 ! 2,29
Dun Laoghaire Borough ! 2.87 H 2.34
Dublin County (Remainder) | 1.01 H 1.95
Kildare H 1.34 ) 1.97
Kilkenny H 1.65 : 1.61
Laois ! 1.34 ' 1.31
Longford ! 2.60 [ 2.26
Louth H 2.07 ! 2.35
Meath H 1.53 t 1.82
Offaly H 1.93 ! 1.96
Westmeath | 2.03 ' 2.02
Wexford ! 2.11 ! 2,02
Wicklow 1 1.87 | 2.06
E
l
/
LEINSTER | 1.81 2.06
3
1
]
Clare | 1.83 H 1.65
Cork County Borough ! 2.02 H 2,12
Cork County H 2.02 ! 1.92
Kerry ' 1.79 ! 1.50
Limerick County Borough i 2.22 H 2.53
Limerick County H 1.79 1 1.81
Tipperary N.R. | 1.84 : 1.66
Tipperary S.R. i 2.12 ! 2.00
Waterford County Borough H 1.73 ' 1.98
Waterford County ! 1.98 ! 1.87
t 1
i i
1 1
i ]
MUNSTER H 1.95 1 1.86
.= |
) ]
] . ]
Galway ! 1.76 ! 1.59
Leitrim H 2.33 H 1.54
Mayo ! 2,11 ! 1.57
Roscommon ! 2.22 ! 1.63
sligo H 2.13 ! 1.74
H |
1
1
:
CONNACHT | 2.00 1.61
(]
g
: |
Cavan ! 2.25 i 1.84
Donegal H 2.14 | 1.75
Monaghan i 1.51 i 1.36
1 1
| |
i i
ULSTER (part of) 1 2.03 H 1.69
‘ ] []
i ]




TABLE XXV - MORTALITY IN 1984 FROM MALIGNANT NEOPLASMS CLASSIFIED BY SITE,SEX AND AGE,
WITH CORRESPONDING RATES PER 100,000 POPULATION.

1
Males E Females
Detailed !

Inter- i i ! i 1 ] ] ! 1 1 i ! i i i
National Site ] | ! 1 | I -2 Y % & B ! ! ! ! | i 75 1 ALl
List Nos. 0-24 125-34135-44145-54 155-64 | 65-74 | and | ages |0-24 }25-3U4}35-44145-54 {55-64 }165-74 | and ages

i i | ! ! ! over | ! H ! ! ! { over
i ! i ! H H ! i i ! ! ! |
Number of deaths
Malignant neoplasms of: ] ! ] ! ! ! 1 ! ! ] ! ! ! i 1
] i []
140-149 Lip,oral cavity and pharynx i 1 - 2 113 19? 26 29 88 1 - 1 3 3 7 19 34
! ) ]
150-159 Digestive organs and ! i . ! 1 !
peritoneum 3 4 32} T4} 254 459 B11) 1,237 -5 7 27 65 1615 3193 sout 1,083
= = H i i
160~165 Respiratory system 2 2 15 975 283 445 310 1, 154 1 1 8 38 110 189 126 473
170-175 Bone,connective tissue,skin ;
and breast 14 3 5 u; 19 22 22 89 6 7 59 95 136 1555 1795 637
1 H ]
179-189 Genito-urinary organs 5 6 2 19} 651 164} 253 514 21 10 1714 50 100 114 124 417
] 1
190-199 Other and unspecified sites 8t 8 8 311 50| 87 62! 254 15{ 7 6 18] 4ol 65 65/ 216
! 1
200-208 Lymphatic and haematopoietic| ! ! ! ! ! .
tissues ! 24 8 11} 281 45 T4t 63 253 16 14] 61 20 31 61 69 217
1 E | i ! i |
| :
TOTAL 570 31l 75| 26wl 735] 1,217 1,150 3,589) 41} w6l 124] 2897 581F 910! 1,086} 3,077
} } ; ! ; = : i 13 H H 1 ] 1
Rates per 100,000 corresponding population
Malignant neoplasms of: i i 1 i 1 i ! ! 1 i 1
1 t
i 1
140149 Lip,oral cavity and pharynx 0.1 0.0f{ 1.0 7.0 13.6 23.2 54,0 5.0 0.1 0.0 0.5 2.03 2.1 5.65 23.3 1.9
150-159 Digestive organs and ; i
peritoneum | 4 1.61 15.7 47.3 182.5I 409.5 765.4] 69.9 5 .0} 2.8} 13.8 u3.13 110.5} 253.2! 617.6 61.5
1 1 ]
1 1 ] 1 H - H
160-165 Respiratory system .2 .81 7.4 61.9} 203.3 397.0 577.3! 65.2 .1 4P M1} o2s.2) 75.50 150,01 15K.4} 26.9
170-175 Bone,connective tissue,skin i
and breast 1.6I 1.2 2.5 2.6' 13.6| 19.6 UT.OE 5.0 .7E 2.85 30.2 63.0} 93.3] 123.0} 219.4 36.2
! [] 1 []
179-189 Genito-urinary organs 61 2.4 1.0 12.1; U6-7i 146.3 471.1; 29.1 .2; 4.0; 8.7 33.23 68.6; 90.53 152.0 23.7
1 ! i ! !
190-199 Other and unspecified sites .9 3.2 3.9 19.8} 35.95 77.6 115.5 14,4 | 1.8 2.8 3.1 11.95 27.5 51.6) 79.7 12.3
1
200-208 Lymp@atic and haematopoietic! | i . i .
tissues 5 2 85 3.2 5.4 17.9 32.33 66.0 117.3 14,3 2.0 5.6 3.1 13.3! 21.3 M8.45 84.6 12.3
i ‘ ! ' ' | |
! H i |
TOTAL 5 6.7 12.11l 36.9l 168.6| 528.05 1,139.2} 2,141.5] 202.9 5.05 18.55 63.41 191.8} 398.8} 722.2E 1,330.9! 174.8
H 1 H 1 1 - 1 1 ; { H H
- =4 » +

XXX
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The crude death rate from cancer in 1984 varied from 2.87 per 1,000 population in

Dun Laoghaire Borough to 1.0l in Dublin County Remainder. In certain areas, however, the standardised

rates were considerably different from the crude rates and when comparing the relative seriousness

of mortality in different counties it is, of course, the standardised rates which should be used.

In the counties of the west and north-west, standardisation had the effect of lowering the death

rates considerably. The standardised rates varied from 2.53 per 1,000 population in Limerick County Borough
to 1.31 in County Laois.

Full details of deaths due to cancer occurring in 1984,classified by site of the disease and age
group are contained in TABLE 19. The number of deaths and death rates from cancer per 100,000 in each
group for the main groups of sites are shown in Table XXV and it will be observed that there is in
general a rapid rise in the death rate with increasing age. Deaths due to malignant neoplasms of the
digestive system represented over one third of the total cancer deaths for each sex, the death
rate for males being 14 per cent higher than that for females. The death rate from malignant
neoplasms of the respiratory system for males was more than double that for females.

CANCER OF THE BRONCHUS, TRACHEA AND LUNG

The number of deaths and death rates from cancer of the bronchus, trachea and lung in each
year 1974 to 1984, classified by sex and age group, are shown in Table XXVI.

TABLE XXVI
DEATHS AND DEATH RATES. PER 100,000 CORRESPONDING POPULATION IN EACH YEAR 1974 TO 1984
FROM CANCER OF THE BRONCHUS,TRACHEA AND LUNG, CLASSIFIED BY SEX AND AGE GROUP.

1 t

1 1

i Males ! Females

t 1

! : : T : ] ! T : : : :
Year | Under | 35-44 | 45-54 | 55-64 | 65 H ! Under !35-44 | 45-54 |55-64 | 65 H

' 35 | years | years | years | years | Total | 35 'years | years |years |years |Total

| years | i ! i and ] | years | ] ] {"and !

! | ) i i over | ' : | | | over |

1 1 1 ] 1 ] 1 ) 1 1 1 1

: 1 1] ] L] 1 1 1 ] 1 1 J

]

E Number of deaths

: T ] 1 T T T T 1 T T T

] 1 t 1 ] ] 1 1 1 ] 1 1

! ! L : | : : ! | : !
1974 4 3 ! 20 { 78 !} 231 } 533 ! 865! 3 ! 11 } 27 | 8 | 189 | 312
1995 1 - ! 13} 92 | 248 | 538 ! 891 f 1 ! 5 | 42 | 86 | 166 | 300
1976 | 7 { 15 ! 87 ! 281 ! 588 ! 978} 2 ! 8 | 40 ! 67 | 178 | 295
1977} 2 ! 13 ! 84 ! 254 ! 588 ! 941} - ! 4 I 23 ! 89 ! 190 | 306
1978 1 4 ! 13 | 100 ! 240 | 597 ! 954 ! 2 ! 7 | 29 | 90 ! 187 | 315
1979 | 3 1 15 ! 71} 262 | 620 | 971 | 2} 7 ) 44 | 96 1192 ) 341
1980 | 4 H 11 ) 67 | 249 604 | 935 | - 1 11 35 | 92 | 195 | 333
1981 | 1 | 15 H 76 | 263 | 691 | 1,046 | 2 | 10 | 26 | 100 |} 240 | 378
1982 | 1 ! 13 ! 76 | 240 |} 624 | 954 | 4 | 6 | 36 | 104 {228 | 378
1983 | 3 | 14 H 91 |} 275 | 663 | 1,046 | - 1 5 3 34 ) 104 | 295 | 438
1984 { 3 ¢ 15 ! 89 | 266 f 723 ! 1,096 | 1 ! 8 ! 37 t105 | 294! 445

| | : . : | : i : : : :

1

] Death rates per 100,000 corresponding population

)

‘: ] ] 1 1 ] ] ] 1 1 i t

{ [ ) ] : v 1 f H i i i

1 1 i 1 1 1 t ] ] 1 [} ]
1974 | 0.3 1 12.5 i 49,4 | 158.2 | 343.1 | 55.1 1 0.3 ) 7.1} 17.2 | 56.6 }101.4 | 20.1
1975 | - i 8.0 |} 58.4 ) 169.9 | 342.5 | 55.8 |} 0.1 } 3.2} 26.9 ) 59.1 | 87.8 | 19.0
1976 § 0.7 ¢ 9.1 | 55.5 | 192.8 | 370.4 } 60.3 |} 0.2 | 5.0 } 25.8 { 45.8 | 93.0 | 18.4
1977 + 0.2 | 7.7 | 54.0 } 175.1 | 367.5 } 57.2 | - 2.5 { 15.0 |} 60.6 | 98.1 | 18.8
1978 | 0.4 | 7.6 | 64.8 | 166.4 | 370.4 | 57.3 0.2 ) 4.3} 19.1 | 61.2 | 95.6 | 19.1
1979 | 0.3 | 8.6 | 46.3 | 182.0 | 380.4 | 57.3 | 0.2 ] 4.3} 2%.2 | 64.9 | 96.8 | 20.4
1980 { 0.4 | 6.2 | 43.8 | 174.8 | 368.6 | 54.7 | - 4 6.5 } 23.4 ) 62.4 } 97.1 | 19.7
1981 | 0.1 | 8.1 | 49.6 | 186.2 | 418.3 | 60.5 | 0.2 | 5.7 + 17.5 | 67.7 {117.8 | 22.1
1982 ; 0.1 ! 6.8 | 49.3 | 170.7 | 377.3 | 54.6 | 0.4 } 3.3} 24.1 | 70.7 j111.2 | 21.8
1983 | 0.3 ! 7.1 ! 58.6 | 196.6 | 400.4 ] 59.5 | - 2.6 | 22,7 } 71.1 1143.0 } 25.1
1984 E 6.3 ; 7.4 i 56.8 ; 191.1 E 436.1 | 62.0 | 0.1 i 4,1 E 24,6 E 72.1 1141.6 E 25.3

] 1 1 1
i i i i t i i i ' ; ( i
! — 1 i i 1 1 ] | ] | !

The main point that emerges from this table is that deaths from cancer of the bronchus,trachea and
lung are much more common among males than among females. In 1974 the death rate in the case of
males was 55.1 compared with 20.1 in the case of females. In 1984 the corresponding rates were 62.0
and 25.3 respectively.
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The following .table shows deaths and death rates from cancer of the bronchus, trachea and lung
in Ireland and neighbouring countries during the years 1979 to 1984,

TABLE XXVII ,
DEATHS AND DEATH RATES IN IRELAND* AND NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES FROM CANCER OF THE
BRONCHUS, TRACHEA AND LUNG IN EACH YEAR 1979 TO 1984.

[] ] [] [] ]
] [] (] 1 I
1979 E~ 1980 ! 1981 a 1982 i 1983 i 1984
[] 1 1 i [}
AREA
Number of deaths
1 T i i ]
Ireland* | 1,312 ! 1,268 ! 1,424 11,332 | 1,484 5 1,541
1 ] 1 1 ]
[ [} ) ] ] ]
Northern Ireland ! 672 ! 676 ! 691 ! 690 | 691 | 788
1 ] i ) i 1
1 3 i i ] 1
Scotland ! 4,115 [ 3,951 i 4,114 ! 4,116 | 4,178 | 4,225
] 1 ] ] 1 (]
] 1 t ] 1 i
England and Wales 34,760 ! 35,168 | 34,727 ! 34,832 | 35,572 E 35,739
] 1 1 1
] 1 ] ] 1
Rates per 100,000 population
! ! : : :
Ireland* ' 39 ! 37 | 41 ! 38 ! 42 E 44
] 1 1 [] 1
1 1 1 [ [ 1
Northern Ireland ! 44 ! 44 ! 44 ! 44 44 |} 51
t [] 1 ] 1 ] N
1 i i ] ] 1
Scotland ! 80 H 77 ! 80 H 80 | 81 | 82
1 t ] ] ] 1
i | ] . ] | 1
England and Wales ! 71 ! 71 1 70 ! 70 72 E 72
(] 1 ] 1] 1
] ] ] 1 J 1

*Exclusive of Northern Ireland

The most significant feature of this table is the low rate in Ireland in each year compared
with those in other areas. Throughout the period under review the yearly rates for England and Wales
were almost double the Irish rates.

DISEASES OF THE CIRCULATORY SYSTEM

There were 15,917 deaths ascribed to diseases of the circulatory system (Nos. 390-459) in 1984,

of which 8,660 were deaths of males and 7,257 of females. Details of these deaths, classified by
cause and age may be obtained from TABLE 19 of this Report while the numbers assigned to each county
and county borough are shown in TABLE 20. Deaths and death rates from certain groups of causes are
given in Table XXIX.

The excess of male over female deaths in the case of diseases of the circulatory system is largely
accounted for by the greater number of deaths of males from ischaemic heart disease (5,288 males
compared with 3,235 females). In the case of deaths due to cerebrovascular disease there was an
excess of female deaths (1,910 females compared with 1,543 males); in respect of the remaining groups
of causes the difference between the male and female death rates is not nearly so pronounced.

TABLE XXVIII
DEATHS FROM DISEASES OF THE CIRCULATORY SYSTEM IN 1984 SHOWING THE
NUMBERS AND PERCENTAGES NOT MEDICALLY CERTIFIED. :

T
1

Males F
Cause of Death enates
i 1 ] i
Total EUncertified ! Percent | Total !Uncertified | Percent
! |
¥ T
Chronic rheumatic heart disease 34 i 0 0.0 54 E 0 0.0
Hypertensive disease 116 | 0 .0 151 | 0 0
Ischaemic heart disease 5,288 | 3 | 3,235 | y :1
Diseases of pulmonary circulation 81 | 1] .0 ! 103 | 0 .0
Other forms of heart disease 1,092 | 2 ! .2 1,290 !} 1 1
Cerebrovascular disease 1,543 } 0 .0 1’910 ! 0 .0
Diseases of arteries, arterioles ! ’ ! )
and capilliaries 436 | 1 .2 436 | 0 0
Diseases of veins and lymphatics ! H )
and other diseases of the ! !
circulatory system 70 E 0 .0 78 3 1 1.3
5 !
Total 8,660 5 6 E .1 7,257 | 6 ! .1
! i ! !




TABLE XXIX -~ DEATHS FROM DISEASES OF THE CIRCULATORY SYSTEM IN 1984 CLASSIFIED BY SEX AND

AGE,WITH CORRESPONDING DEATH RATES PER 100,000 POPULATION.

T []
1
Detailed 3 i Females
1975 1 i
Inter- 5 : : : : : [T T 1 T ; : ]
national Cause of death ! ! i ] ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! i ! ALl
List nos. 10-24 145-54 ! { 65-74 | and | | 0-24125-34!35-44 [ 4554 {55-64 | i and |- ages
1 ! ! ! over | i | ! | ! i { over |
3 1] 1 ) 1 1 ] ) 1 [} ] 1 1
H ] 1 i ] ] 1 il 1 ! 1 i ]
Number of deaths
393-398 Chronic rheumatic heart disease =T =1 5 10] 0] KL =1 -1 11 87 137 161 54
501-405 Hypertensive disease -1 34 i} 34! 63 1161} 11 1! -1 -1 91 1011 151
g}g-ﬁ;g gschaemic ?eart disease 15 6 363 1,801 1,981 5,2885 -5 1 11 77 367 1,866 3,235
- iseases of pulmonary i H
circulation —E 1 23 45 ! -1 3 3 5 11 46 103
420-429 Other forms of heart disease 8! ! 32 260 685 '3 3 9 14 4y 1,034% 1,290
ﬂgg-ﬁgg gerebrovas?ular disease 5 95 ! 57 ‘463I 842 i 6 7 17 43 119 1,319} 1,910
- iseases of arteries | ! i 1
arterioles and capilliaries | ! 4 130 263 ! - - 1 1 15 1357 436
451-459 Diseases of veins and lymphatics ! i
and other diseases of ] !
circulatory system -1 1 1 26 28 ! - 1 1 115 7 41 78
1 ]
! | |
Total diseases of circulatory i E ) ’
system i 467 2,747 3,917 P10 16 "3. 1595 585 4,7805 7,257
! ! ! i i :
Rates per 100,000 corresponding population
38?'382 ghron%c rgeum3§ic heart disease 3.g1 8.9 18,61 1 0.0 0.8; 0.57 5.31 2.3 _g-g g-g
- ypertensive disease 2.61 30.3 117.3 oot . .0 .0 . . .
4r0-u1 Ischasnic heart disease 1.8 1,606.6§ 3,689.0 | .o§ NYos5l61 51.1) 251.9 6.8 183.8
- iseases of pulmonary
o circulation .6 20,50 83.8! too! 1.2 1.5 3.3 1.5 2641 5.9
420-429 Other forms of heart disease 20,4 231.9) 1,275.6! booualo1.2) b.6f 9.3 30.2 7.21 73.3
z%g—ﬁgg ggrebrovasgula: disease 36.4 413.03 1,568.0! s .73 2.8} 8.7} =28.5] 81t.7 6.4 108.5
- iseases of arteries :
arterioles and capilliaries 2.6 116.0; 489.8 3 .Oi .0 .5 .7 10.3 437.51 24.8
451-459 Diseases of veins and lymphatics ! t ! :
and other diseases of ! | !
circulatory system .6 23,25 52.1 | _os 4 .5 7.3 4.8 50.2 4.4
t
| -
) 1] ]
Total diseases of circulatory ! : ; i ! ]
system 298.2 P1.2) 6.1 22.0! 105.51 uo1.5§ 1320.6 5,857-85 412.3
i ! ! H i i i

I
2,450.5? 7,294.25
i i

TTIXXX
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RESPIRATORY DISEASES

Deaths from respiratory diseases (Nos. 460-519 in the International List) in 1984 numbered
4,085. These included 24 deaths caused by influenza, 2,013 by pneumonia, 545 by bronchitis and
1,503 due to other respiratory diseases.

PREGNANCY, CHILDBIRTH AND PUERPERIUM

The number of ‘maternal deaths in 1984 was 4 compared with 8 in 1983. The death rate was 0.06 per
1,000 maternities. TABLE XXX shows the maternal deaths in 1984 classified by age of mother and
cause. There were no deaths associated with pregnancy, childbirth and puerperium in 1984, other than
those classified as maternal.

n
]

TOTAL 4

TABLE XXX
MATERNAL DEATHS IN 1984 CLASSIFIED BY AGE OF MOTHER AND PRINCIPAL CAUSE.
Age Group
Cause of death H ] T
All ! [ 145 years

ages |15-19}20-24125-29{30-34{35-39140-44} and
! ! ! over

] ! }

T T 1

1 i ]

! ! !

! ! |

Antepartum haemorrhage,abruptio placentae ! ! !
and placenta praevia 1 1 - - 3 - j - 5 - 5 -

! 5 .‘ E !

Hypertension complicating pregnancy, ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
childbirth and the puerperium | 1 5 - 5 -4 - 5 - E 1 E - E -

L SR

Other complications of labour and delivery, ! ! ! ! !
not elsewhere classified 1 5 - - - 5 1 5 - - 5 -

P .
Obstetrical pulmonary embolism 1 3 -1 - - 5 - 5 1 - E -

()

i i i i 5

! i ! ! ]

! ! ! ! !

i ; i i i
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Table XXXI shows the maternal mortality rates in Ireland and the neighbouring countries for the
years 1975 to 1984,

TABLE XXXI
MATERNAL DEATHS PER 100,000 TOTAL LIVE AND STILL BIRTHS IN IRELAND* AND NEIGHBOURING
COUNTRIES, 1975-1984,

Deaths per 100,000 live and still births
Year | Number of ]
deaths ! England
Ireland® Northern Ireland and Wales Scotland
1975 : 5 7 : 4 13 E 9
. H H
1976 ! 11 16 | 11 . 13 s 15
} : i ' I
1977 i 8 i 11 E 4 z 13 ! 21
! ] H 1 1
1978 5 12 17 - 11 E 6
i
1979 | 7 10 4 12 3 10
I 1
1980 ! 5 7 E 7 11 E 14
; ’ 1 H
1981 E 3 4 z 4 9 E 19
t I i
1982 3 y 6 E 7 5 7 z 9
i ] ! 1 N
1983 E 8 12 ; 15 9 ! 12
H 1 1
1984 ! i 6 ! 11 8 | 12
! {
| i |
} ] 1

#Exclusive of Northern Ireland
INFANT AND LATE FETAL MORTALITY
The terms used in relation to infant and late fetal mortality are defined as follows:

Infant death: Death at ages under 1 year of live born infant.

Early neo-natal death: Death at ages under 1 week of live born infant.

Neo-natal death: Death at ages under 4 weeks of live born infant.

Post=neo=natal death: Death between the ages of 4 weeks and 1 year of live born infant.

Late fetal death (stillbirth): Fetal death at or over 28 weeks gestation.

Perinatal deaths: Late fetal plus early neo-natal deaths.

Infant mortality rate: Infant deaths divided by total live births, multiplied by 1,000.
Neo-natal mortalit& rate: Neo-natal deaths divided by total live births, multiplied by 1,000.

Early neo-natal mortality rate: Early neo-natal deaths divided by total live births, multiplied
by 1,000.

Late fetal mortality rate: Late fetal deaths divided by total live births plus late fetal deaths,
multiplied by 1,000.

Perinatal mortality rate: Perinatal deaths divided by total live births plus late fetal deaths,
multiplied by 1,000,

While statisties of infant mortality are obtained in the course of the usual procedure for
registration of deaths, which has been in operation since the year 1863, particulars of late fetal
mortality are obtained through a scheme of notification to the Directors of Community Care.

The scheme of notifying late fetal deaths was introduced in 1957, but comparisons between different
areas of the country showed marked differences in the coverage of the scheme in the early years.
Consequently, the number of late fetal deaths in the early years of the scheme is believed to be
understated.

It will be seen from Table XXXII that the highest individual rate for infant mortality was in
Limerick County Borough and County and the lowest in County Monaghan. The rate for perinatal mortality
was highest in County Wexford and lowest in County Tipperary N.R. while for late fetal mortality the
highest rate was.-in County Wexford and lowest in County Roscommon. .
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TABLE XXXII
INFANT AND LATE FETAL MORTALITY®,
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1941 TO 1984,

xxxvii
TABLE XXXIII

continued to decline over the years and the rate of §
INFANT MORTALITY BY AGE,

The rate in 1983 was 10.1.

During the year 1984 there were 617 deaths of infants under one year, compared to 677 in
The infant mortality rate has

1984 was the lowest ever recorded.

INFANT MORTALITY

1983.
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TABLE XXXIV
INFANT MORTALITY RATES IN IRELAND* AND NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES, 1941 TO 1984.

Deaths of infants under 1 year per 1,000 live births
Period
Ireland* Northern Ireland England and Wales Scotland
1941-50+ 66 - 60 43 57
1951-60+ 5 37 32 E 25 30
1961-70+ :: 25 25 : 19 23
1971 :: 18 23 18 20
1972 } 18 21 E 17 E 19
1973 } 18 21 ; 17 E 19
1974 } 18 5 21 g 16 ; 19
¥975 } 18 I 20 I . 16 g 17
1976 :: 16 18 . 14 g 15
1977 3 16 17 g 14 % 16
1978 j 15 16 I 13 g 13
1979 :: 13 ’ 15 : 13 .E 13
1980 g 11 13 12 } 12
1981 3 10 5 13 E 11 ; 11
1982 3 11 § 14 § 11 § 11
1983 ; 10 g 12 E 10 E 10
1984 E 10 g 11 ? 9 E 10
+ Decennial average. : * Exclusive éf Northern Ireland I

The causes of deaths of infants under one year, classified according to the Detailed International
List, are shown in TABLE 19. In TABLE 26 infant deaths are again classified by cause and a more
detailed age classification shown. These results are summarised in Table XXXV.

TABLE XXXV
LATE FETAL DEATHS AND DEATHS OF INFANTS UNDER 1 YEAR OCCURRING IN 1984, CLASSIFIED BY
CAUSE AND AGE.

International Deaths of infants under 1 year
Late
List Cause fetal 1 1 1 !
deaths {Under | 1 day ! 1 week |4 weeks |Total
Numbers 1 day to to to Junder
1 week U weeks 1 year E1 year
i
008,009 Enteritis and other diarrhoeal ! !
diseases - - - 1 - 2 E 2
1
Rem. 000-139 Other infective and parasitic !
diseases - - 1 2 3 1 6
320-322 Meningitis - - - y 2 6
460-519 Influenza,pneumonia,bronchitis,
emphysema,asthma and other
respiratory diseases - - 1 1 9 1
1 ]
1 1
520-579 Diseases of the digestive system - - 5 - E - 4 )
1] t
T40-759 Congenital anomalies 91 76 5 41 16 53 186
i
763,767 Birth injuries 10 71 6 - 2 15
765. 1 Immaturity unqualified - 3 24 7 1 - 32
768-769, Anoxic and hypoxic conditions -
770.1,770.7 N.E.C. 127 42 33 8 T 90
773,774 Haemolytic disease of newborn 7 | 3 2 - - 5
779 Other and ill-defined conditions
originating in the perinatal I
period 119 - - - - -
798 Sudden death, cause unknown - 1 2 2 114 ! 119
H
Rem.(001-999) | Other causes 185 58 33 11 39 V1
Total 542 211 126 45 235 617

It will be seen that the relative importance of the various groups of causes differ appreciably
between deaths at certain ages under one week and deaths at ages 4 weeks to 1 year. Of all deaths
at ages under one week, 35 per cent were due to congenital anomalies, anoxic and hypoxic conditions
not elsewhere classified accounted for 22 per cent, immaturity 9 per cent and birth injuries 4 per
cent.
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At ages over 4 weeks sudden infant deaths, congenital anomalies and respiratory diseases were
the main causes of death. Details of the 141 deaths included as other causes will be found in

TABLE 19 where it will be noted that 13 of these were due to accidents,

LATE FETAL DEATHS

The number of late fetal deaths notified in each year since the scheme was introduced is as

follows :

. The causes of late fetal deaths notified in 1984 classified according to the Detailed
International List are given in TABLE 29. The results are summarised in Table XXXVI.

Year

Average 1957-1966
Average 1967-1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984

TABLE XXXVI

Late Fetal Deaths

1,215
875
757
659
684
681
600
571
581
542

LATE FETAL DEATHS AND RATES* PER 1,000 TOTAL BIRTHS BY CAUSE, 1984.

International
Number of Rate per
List Numbers Cause late fetal 1,000
Deaths total
740-779 Births
740 Anencephalus and similar anomalies 47 0.73
T41 Spina bifida 5 .08
742 Other congenital anomalies of nervous system 9 .14
745 Bulbus cordis anomalies and
anomalies of cardiac septal closure 3 .05
746 Other congenital anomalies of heart 4 .06
753 Congenital anomalies of urinary system 5 .08
756 Other congenital musculoskeletal
anomalies 1 .02
758 Chromosomal anomalies 4 .06
759 Other and unspecified congenital anomalies 13 .20
760 Fetus or newborn affected by maternal conditions
which may be unrelated to present pregnancy 10 .16
761 Fetus or newborn affected by maternal
complications of. pregnancy 26 41
762 Fetus or newborn affected by complications of
placenta,cord and membranes 139 2.17
763 Petus or newborn affected by other complications
of labour and delivery 10 .16
764 Slow fetal growth and fetal malnutrition 3 .05
765 Disorders relating to short gestation and
unspecified low birthweight 3 .05
768 Intrauterine hypoxia and birth asphyxia 127 1.98
770 Other respiratory conditions of fetus and newborn 2 .03
772 Fetal and neo-natal haemorrage 1 .02
773 Haemolytic disease of fetus or newborn
due to isoimmunization 6 .09
774 Other perinatal jaundice 1 .02
777 Perinatal disorders of digestive system 1 .02
778 Conditions involving the integument and
temperature regulation of fetus and newborn 3 .05
779 Other and ill-defined conditions originating
in the perinatal period 119 1.86
Total 542 8.46

* For definition see Page xxxv
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More late fetal deaths resulted from placental and cord injuries to fetus than from any other
group, being 26 per cent of the total deaths. Deaths due to intrauterine hypoxia and birth
asphyxia were next at 23 per cent and congenital anomalies at 17 per cent. Deaths classified as
being due to ill-defined conditions originating in the perinatal period accounted for 22 per cent

of total deaths.

As can be seen
equivalent to 98

LATE FETAL

from Table XXXVII 532 late fetal deaths in 1984 occurred in hospitals; this is
per cent of the total number of late fetal deaths.

DEATHS NOTIFIED IN THE YEAR 1984 CLASSIFIED BY PERIOD OF GESTATION AND

TABLE XXXVII

PLACE IN WHICH CONFINEMENT OCCURRED.

Period of gestation

Place of confinement

[] t
3 ]
Hospital | Maternity Home Domiciliary | Total

1 t
| |
: :

28-~36 Weeks ! 242 5 2 | 249
1
i i
] i
: |

37 Weeks and over H 290 ! 1 2 ! 293
| | |
1 1 )
1
]
]
]
i

TOTAL 532 6 4 ! 542
i
]

The perinatal and late fetal mortality rates in
to 1984 compare as follows:—

Ireland and neighbouring countries from 1975

TABLE XXXVIII
PERINATAL AND LATE FETAL MORTALITY RATES* IN IRELAND+ AND NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES, 1975-1984.

Late fetal mortality rate

Perinatal mortality rate

i
1
H
1
1
H
Year \ I i ! i i ]
\ Northern | England | H iNorthern {England |
! 1Ireland+ | 1Ireland | and Scotland |Ireland+ (Ireland | and ! Scotland
| | ! Wales ! i ! Wales !
1 ] I ] ] (]
1 ] ] ] 1 []
i i i ' ! i
1975 H 11.4 14.1 ! 10.3 11.1 21.5 | 25.5 } 19.3 | 21.1
I ] ) 1 1 [] 1 L]
t t 1 1 1 1 ] 1]
1976 ! 11.2 1 10.4 i 9.7 i 9.6 | 19,7 | 22.3 | 17.7 | 18,3
] 1 ] ]
] 1 ) 1
1977 | 10.9 9.7 9.4 8.8 19.2 21.1 17.0 18.3
]
]
1978 ! 9.3 9.2 8.5 8.1 17.6 18.1 15.5 15.4
I 1 ]
1 ] ]
1979 ' 9.3 8.7 | 8.0 6.9 16.2 E 16.5 14.7 | 14.1
] 1 1
[] 1 ] ]
1980 | 9.1 9,2 ! 7.2 ' 6.7 14.8 15.6 13.3 13.1
t 1 ]
t 1 I
1981 | 8.2 ! 8.7 6.6 [ 6.3 13.4 15.3 11.8 11.6
[] ] ] ] ] 1
] 1 ] [ ] ]
1982 ! 8.0 ! 6.9 | 6.3 ' 5.8 | 13.5 E 13,3 | 11.3 | 11.5
1 ] ] 1 ] 1 ]
] I ] ] ] 1 i 1
1983 ! 8.6 i 7.4 5.7 ! 5.8 13.7 13.1 10.4 10.6
[] 1
] i 1
1984 | 8.4 | 5.9 5.7 ' 5.8 13.7 10.8 10.1 11.0
1 H i i i :
1 1 ] (] 1 ] 3
[} ] ] ] ] ] 1
* For definition see page xxxv. + Exclusive of Northern Ireland.



occurring in 1984 was 1,436 of
1975 TO 1984.

x1i
TABLE XXXIX

DEATHS FROM ACCIDENTS, POISONING AND VIOLENCE,

The number of deaths from external causes (Numbers E800-E999)
which 973 were males and 463 females. The corresponding figures for 1983 were 1,593, 1,062 and

5?1 respectively. As has been mentioned on page vii, deaths which have not been registered
within one year of their occurrence have been excluded from the main body of this Report. The

exclusion of these cases may have a relatively more significant effect on the number of deaths

ACCIDENTS,POISONING AND VIOLENCE
classified to some external causes.
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As can be seen from Table XL there is an excess of male mortality from accidents at all ages
between 1 and 75 years. In these age groups, the excess of male deaths may be largely attributed to

the category Road Vehicle Accidents. At ages over 75 years, the excess of female deaths may be

attributed to accidental falls. The vast majority of these falls occurred in the home (Table XLI).
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TABLE XL
DEATHS FROM ACCIDENTS,POISONINGS AND VIOLENCE IN 1984 CLASSIFIED BY AGE AND SEX.
AGE AT DEATH
International .
List Cause of death
Numbers Under 175
(9th Revision) All 1 14 5-14 115-24 }25-34 !35-44 [45-54 155-64 |65-TU lyears
ages |year and
over
E800-E807 Railway accidents
M L} - - - 2 1 1 - -
F - - - - - - - - - -
E810-E829 Road vehicle accidents . L
M 360 - 15 25 126 35 33 22 40 42 22
F 149 1 7 13 46 12 10 11 13 17 19
E850-E869 Accidental poisoning .
M 25 - - 1 2 6 7 L} 2 1 2
F 12 - - - 1 1 1 4 3 2
E880-E888 Accidental falls
M 115 1 1 1 1 15 12 3 11 22 48
F - 1 - 3 1 - 4 1 18 104
E890-E899; Accidents caused by fire,
E921,EG923, explosion and burns
E9ZY
M 48 1 3 6 2 5 1 3 2 8 17
F 33 2 L} 1 3 1 - 2 1 8 11
Egto Accidental drowning and
submersion
M 72 - 5 10 12 13 7 6 8 7 4
F 6 - - - 2 - 1 1 - 1 1
E950-E959 Suicide and self-inflicted
injury
M 164 - - 1 25 37 23 24 29 22 3
F 68 - - 1 10 8 15 13 13 8 -
E980-EY89 Injury undetermined whether
accidentally or purposely
inflicted
M 46 - - 2 4 14 10 4 7 2 3
F 21 - - - - 2 5 4 6 3 1
REM. Other accidents and external
E800-~E999 causes !
M 139 5 2 13 17 23} 16 21 16 18 8
R F 42 3 3 3 L} 6 3 4 y 3 9
TOTAL
M 973 7 26 59 191 149 109 87 116 122 107
F 463 6 15 18 69 315 35 43 1&1l} 58 147
H 1
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TABLE XLI
DEATHS DUE TO ACCIDENTS IN THE HOME IN 1984 CLASSIFIED BY CAUSE AND AGE GROUP.
i
Inter- UNDER 175
National Cause of Death ALL 1 1-4 5-14 115-24 125-34 [35-4Y4 |45-54 |55-64 }65-T4 |YEARS
List Nos. AGES {YEAR AND
OVER
E850-E866 |Accidental poisoning by drugs,
Medicaments,biologicals, other
solids and liquid substances
M 13 - - - - 31 6 2 - 1 1
F 4 - - - - - 1 1 2 - -
EB67-E869 [Accidental poisoning by gases and
vapours
M 5 - - 1 1 1 - - t - 1
F 5 - - - - - - 2 1 - 2
E880-E888 [Accidental falls
M 68 1 1 - - 6 L] 3 8 13 32
F 81 - 1 - 1 - - 4 1 15 59
E890-E899 |Accident caused by fires and flames
M 41 1 3 5 1 3 - 3 21 8 15
F 30 2 4 1 3 1 - 1 -5 8 10
! !
E904 Hunger, thirst, exposure, neglect
M 1 - - - - - - - - - 1
E911 Inhalation and ingestion of food
causing obstruction of respiratory
tract or suffication
M 15 3 - - 1 - 1 3 3 2 2
F 8 1 1 - - 1 1 2 2 - -
E913 Accidental mechanical suffication |
M 3 1 - 2 - - - - - - -
E924 Accident caused by hot substance
or object,caustic or corrosive
material and steam
F 2 - - - - - - 1 - - 1
E9¢25 Accidents caused by electric
current
F 1 - - 1 - - - - - - -
Other and unspecified accidents ! ; !
l 1 I i
M 24 3 1 2 1 41 1 4 51 3
] 7 - 1 - - 1 - 1 - 1 3
Total
M 170 6 7 94 5 14 15 12 18 29 55
F 138 3 7 21 4 3 2 12 6 24 75
1
]

308 deaths resulting from accidents in the home were recorded in 1984 compared with 341 in 1983,
As will be seen from TABLE XLI 149 deaths in 1984 were attributed to accidental falls in the home
and these were mostly of elderly persons. Accidents caused by fire, hot liquids, etc, accounted for
73 deaths, of which 10 were of children under 5 years of age and 49 of persons aged 45 years and over.
There were 4 deaths in 1984 of infants under one year of age due to obstruction and suffocation by
food. There were 27 deaths from accidental poisoning, 25 of which were of persons aged 25 years and-

over.
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UNCERTIFIED DEATHS
The number of cases in 1984 in which the cause of death was not certified by a medical practitioner was 16
which represents 0.05 per cent of the total deaths. In TABLE 23 uncertified deaths in 1984 are shown
classified by county and age group, while the percentage of deaths uncertified in each county is also shown.
Table XLII compares the percentages of deaths uncertified in each province for a number of years and it will
be observed that a steady improvement in the position is taking place.

TABLE XLII
UNCERTIFIED DEATHS AS A PERCENTAGE OF THE TOTAL IN EACH PROVINCE, 1941-1984.
: i i i i :
Province 1941-50 1951~-60 1961-70 | 1971-80 1982 1983 1984
|
b
H i
Leinster 5.6 3.1 1.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0
Munster 12,1 8.1 2.9 ! 0.4 i 0.0 0.1 0.0
[ ]
Connacht 28,1 20.0 8.1 1.9 0.3 0.3 0.1
Ulster (part of) | 22.0 13.8 i 4.7 0.9 0.2 0.0 0.1
1
TOTAL ! 13.0 8.5 3.1 0.6 | 0.1 1 0.1 5 0.0
1 1 1
[l i 1 ]

TABLE XLIII
PERCENTAGE OF DEATHS UNCERTIFIED gY AGE GROUPS, IN EACH PROVINCE IN
19

g T
1
Province All |Under {35~44 }45.54 |{55-64 [65-74 |75 and
ages 35 over
Leinster - 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0
Munster .0 .0 .0 .2 o1 .0 .0
Connacht E .1 .0 5 .0 s .0 ; .0 5 .0 3 .3
1 1 1 H I
Ulster (part of) .1 .0 } .0}y 0} .0 VoLt .1
! ! | i b,
'l 1 1L 1 Il
1 ] 1 ] 1
Total N R N T I S D I S .1
Actual number of : :
deaths uncertified 16 - - 1 1 5 9 -
]
i

The proportion of deaths uncertified was highest in the age group 75 years and over; this age
group accounted for almost three-fifths of the uncertified deaths.

INQUESTS AND POST-MORTEMS

The number of deaths registered on certificates issued by coroners as the result of ingquest and
post-mortem examinations during 1984 was 3,364 compared with 3,510 in 1983.
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TABLE 1 - ESTIMATED POPULATION IN THOUSANDS IN EACH YEAR 1851* TOQ 1984,

Year Persons| Males Females] Year Persons]: Males iFemalesi Year I:Personsi Males EFemales
1851 5,079 2,486 2,593 1897 3,298 : 1,646 ‘ 1,652 I 1943 ! 2,946 i 1,490 : 1,456
1852 4,927 2,413 2,514 1898 3,283 1,640 1,643 1944 2,944 1,487 1,457
1853 E 4,807 E 2,358 E 2,449 E 1899 E 3,265 5 1,631 E 1,634 1945 2,952 5 1,490 1,462
1854 ': 4,704 l: 2,311 i 2,393 E 1900 | 3,234 i 1,616 i 1,618 | 1946 | 2,957 i 1,496 ! 1,461
1855 4,638 2,281 2,357 1901 3,213 1,607 1,606 | 1947 2,974 1,505 1,469
1856 S 4,594 E 2,261 E 2,333 E 1902 E 3,200 i 1,603 5 1,597 3 1948 E 2,985 E 1,512 E 1,473
1857 ? 4,540 i 2,234 : 2,306 : 1903 E 3,185 i 1,599 ? 1,586 i 1949 ' 2,981 ! 1,513 I 1,468
1858 ? 4,506 E 2,217 ’ 2,289 | 1904 ? 3,175 i 1,597 é 1,578 ! 1950 - 2,969 1,510 ; 1,459
1859 E 4,471 E 2,199 ? 2,272'§ 1905 g 3,165 E 1,594 é 1,571 E 1951 5 2,961 1,507 ; 1,454
1860 ? 4,428 I 2,17§ E 2,249 ? 1906 E 3,i60 } 1,593 E 1,567 E 1952 E 2,953 5 1,501 3 1,452
1861 E 4,393 2,164 E 2,229 } 1907 E 3,151 } 1,589 } 1,562 } 1953 } 2,949 } 1,498 } 1,451
1862 E 4,377 E 2,158 ? 2,219 ? 1908 E 3,145 E 1,588 3 1,557 E 1954 E 2,941 E 1,493 2-1,448
1863 E 4,328 i 2,134 § 2,194 I 1909 i 3,142 I 1,589 I 1,553 ! 1955 ! 2,921 3 1,479 | 1,442
1864 ? 4,263 2,103 é 2,160 1910 3,13